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My Journey to YIMBY

T
find is a social enterprise that sells
high quality, pre-loved housewares
and furnishings. All proceeds go to
supporting people moving out of
homelessness through the Housing
First Program. Learn more at
findedmonton.com.

find on Jasper
Now Open!
Boutique Retail Store
12304 Jasper Avenue

find Southside
Furniture Outlet
and Donation Centre
5120 122 Street

he first time I heard ‘Yes in my
backyard’ was at a workshop for the
proposed rezoning of the Molson Brewery
site. It was 2013. I had just moved back to
Edmonton from eight months in the United
Kingdom, where I had fallen in love with
narrow roads, centuries-old buildings and the
pub culture. But within a few weeks of being
home, the Oliver Community League hosted a
workshop in response to the Molson Brewery
proposal, which was essentially a higher-end
suburban strip mall.
The workshop catalyzed OCL’s strategic
plan, as the 60-plus attendees determined
what we value in Oliver. Little surprise, then,
that at the City of Edmonton’s public meeting
for the Molson site proposal, hosted a couple
months later, resident after resident stood up
and rather than saying “No,” instead asked the
developer for more. Some literally said “Yes in
my backyard.”
“Give us mixed use development,” some
said.
“We’re fine with high-rises — this is the
perfect site for them,” others said.
“Give us less parking, we actually don’t want
surface parking lots at all,” some said.
“Give us high quality pedestrian access and
amenities. Give us buildings that face both the
Oliver and Queen Mary Park communities.
Give us a development that allows better
connection between the two neighbourhoods,” many said.

OCL

Walking Pub Crawl
Meet with friends new and old, and walk
to pre-determined pub locations to enjoy
the Oliver nightlife. Starts at 8 pm, meet in
Oliver Park by the playground. (note: no pub
crawl in December).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
THE YARDS EVENT

Municipal Election Forum
Doors open at 6:30, forum runs from 7-9
pm. Grace Lutheran Church gymnasium, at
9907 - 114 Street.
T H E YA R D S FA L L 2 0 1 7

Lisa Brown
President, Oliver Community League

OCL board of directors: Lisa Brown (President),
Craig Lidstone (VP), Erin Wright (Secretary),
Mary McPhail (Treasurer), PM Edmond, Anika
Gee, Justin Keats, Luwam Kiflemariam, Blaine
Kovacik, Tim Mallandaine, Angelika Matson,
Lauren Veroni, Mark Workman, Simon Yackulic
and Hossein Zahiri.
Oliver Community League
9907 114 St NW
Edmonton, AB T5K 1P7
web: olivercommunity.com
e: info@olivercommunity.com
Facebook.com/OliverCommunityLeague
Twitter: @OCLYEG
Instagram: @oclyeg
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They said yes.
Then those with power said no.
The Brewery District officially opened more
than a year ago and new businesses continue
to open there. But while we are thrilled to have
another grocery store in our midst, for me the
development falls short, for all the reasons
I’ve just discussed. The Oliver Community
League certainly welcomes all of the businesses into our community and we wish them
every success.
It represents a missed opportunity. The
community’s vision for this significant
development was shared, and ignored. Having
the community stand up and ask for more,
ask for the envelope to be pushed, even ask for
more density and less parking, was unique.
And was ignored.
Still, while saying “Yes in my backyard” did
not produce the results we were looking for,
this time, that Oliver spoke of what it wanted
in unison started something. Residents have
become more active in shaping the change in
their community. And yes, that’s exactly what
OCL wants to foster in our backyard. •

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

SEPTEMBER 11, OCTOBER 10*,
NOVEMBER 13, DECEMBER 11

Holiday Craft Market
Get your holiday shopping done in one place
and have league volunteers wrap your gifts in
exchange for donation to our hall redevelopment. 9 am-2 pm, Location to be announced.

Civics Committee
This highly engaged committee meets on the
second Monday of the month to discuss developments in Oliver. Runs from 7 pm. Grace Lutheran
Church social room, at 9907 - 114 Street (enter by
east grey door).*changed to Tuesday for October.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Holiday Potluck
Bring your favourite holiday dish and join
friends and neighbours for a hearty meal.
Eating together is a wonderful way to build
community and celebrate the season. Runs
5-8 pm at Grace Lutheran Church gymnasium,
at 9907 - 114 Street.

SEPTEMBER 20, OCTOBER 18,
NOVEMBER 15, DECEMBER 20
Events and Programs Committee
If you like event planning, this is the committee
for you. Runs at 6:00 pm, Nosh Cafe, 10235
124 Street.
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Bing Bling

Allard Hall will build local arts
community, says company owner
BY S Y D N E E B R YA N T

A

BY JA S M I N E J O E

The Molson Export

llard Hall, the new centre for arts
and culture located at MacEwan
University and on the edge of Oliver, will fill
not only a need for the school but also help
the local arts community.
The facilities will attract students and
local companies looking for performance
and rehearsal spaces, says Brian Webb, the
artistic director of Edmonton's Brian Webb
Dance Company. Webb's company runs six
shows each season and needs a week in a
space before a performance. Finding available facilities is a challenge, he says.
So, Allard Hall — designed by Vancouver's
Bing Thom Architects with association with
Edmonton's Manasc Isaac Architects — will
help with some of that need, Webb says. “It
will contribute but it’s not going to fulfill [all
the demand],” he says.
Allard Hall has created 420,000 square
feet of space that will be filled with galleries
and exhibition space, a proscenium and
black box theatres, photo, video, and
recording studios, a recital hall, an audio
lab, as well as classrooms.
Webb says he will consider renting the
new facilities. “If we can work out some sort

O

SHIRLEY LOWE, a former Edmonton historian
laureate, says the current OCL hall was built
sometime after the original Edmonton Malt
& Brewing Co. was erected on 121 Street, in
the early 1910s.The building was later sold to
Sick’s Edmonton Brewery, in 1927, and then
to Molson, in 1958. Molson then donated the
building — which it was using as a lawn-bowling
clubhouse — to the OCL in 1961, when it built
the fur-trade themed Molson House beside the
main brewery.

6
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BLAINE KOVACIK, director of the hall redevelopment committee, says the OCL will put up
a new building at the same location as the
current one. “We are excited to build a new
hall which will serve Oliver residents above and
beyond the capabilities of the former hall,”
he says.
The new hall will take between three to
seven years to build, Kovacik says. Engaging
the community throughout the design process
is extremely important, he adds.
Grace Lutheran Church, at 9907 114 Street,
has offered the OCL space until it can find
a more suitable rental space. Until then, the
OCL is determined to continue providing Oliver
residents with events to connect community
members, Kovacik says.•

We’ve talked about it for 10 years — and it’s finally ready

E

very community needs green space.
These spaces help connect us to nature,
offer a quiet spot to relax or a place to meet
our neighbour. And downtown is finally
getting one. After 10 years of steady effort
and planning by the community league,
and support from city council, downtown is
opening our first new park in 30 years — Alex
Decoteau Park.
Our downtown population continues
to grow. As it does, green spaces become
even more crucial to the everyday lives of
residents. When you live in a condo or apartment, parks within walking distance are
important and necessary parts of a healthy
neighbourhood.
But Alex Decoteau Park is not only
downtown’s first new park in decades, it’s
a also first for our city in many ways. It
was designed with community input and
features many ‘active’ uses that residents
can participate in and enjoy. These include
a community garden (complete with raised
beds, shed and composting); a fenced,
off-leash dog area for our furry friends (a first
for Edmonton); grassed areas; lots of seating
and meeting places, and push-activated

fountains that every kid (and parent) will
doubtlessly enjoy on hot summer days.
The park is significant for what it brings
our community, but it’s also a reminder
of the life and legacy of Alex Decoteau, its
namesake. Decoteau was the first indigenous
police officer in Edmonton, working on the
beats right around what is to be the park
named after him. He represented Canada at
the Olympics in 1912, and died in the Second
World War at the second battle of Passchendaele, in 1917.
While Decoteau is no longer with us, his
legacy will live on. I invite you to join us
for the opening of the park, at our annual
CornFest, on September 9. Or you can come
to the the official dedication on September
16. We have talked about park for a long time.
Now it is time to enjoy it. •

Chris Buyze
President, Downtown Edmonton
Community League

EVENTS
DECL FALL

As OCL votes to demolish its hall,
we look back at the building's history
n July 5, 2017, the Oliver Community
League (OCL) voted to demolish its
community hall, after building assessments
revealed the walls are rotting. But though it’s
on the way out, the hall has a long history all
its own.

Alex’s Park

of scheduling system, it could potentially
be a really great partnership for us,” he says.
Webb compares the look of Allard Hall
to an “arts laboratory.” And he says it will
encourage cultural development in Oliver,
as well as attract people living in the area.
“MacEwan has a strong audience already.
It’s got a very long history in [the arts],”
he says. “This facility is only going to build
on that.” •

DECL board of directors: Chris Buyze
(President), Laurissa Kalinowsky (VP), Milap
Petigara (Treasurer), Colin Johnson (Secretary),
Yvonne Epp, Julie Farrell, Jason Gold, Christie
Lutsiak, Andrew MacIsaac, Jarrett Mykytiuk,
Ashvin Singh, Jordan Turko, Chris Wudark.
Downtown Edmonton Community League
10042 103 Avenue
Edmonton, AB, T5J 0X2
web: decl.org
Email: info@decl.org
Facebook.com/declorg
Twitter: @DECLorg
Instagram: @declorg

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

SEPTEMBER 15 & 16

OCTOBER 6 - 8

CornFest 2017
Experience the new Alex Decoteau Park, at
105 Street and 102 Avenue, with some free
corn on the cob, kids and dog activities,
and a chance to grab your new 2017-’18
DECL membership ($5). Starts at 11 am
and runs until 3 pm.

BreakOut West Festival
The festival takes over downtown Edmonton
and our community space with local and
Canadian talent. Enjoy all venues for only
$20. breakoutwest.ca

Up+Downtown Festival
The festival returns for a third year at DECL,
with performances by Woodhawk, Chron
Goblin, Weaves, The Garrys, Ia Am Machi
and others updt.ca for more info. 18+

SEPTEMBER 6, 13, 20, 27

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16

Free noon-hour yoga at DECL
Take a break to breathe and relax your mind
with Irma and Jessica, enjoy some flow and
Hatha practices at lunch. All levels welcome.
Beginner friendly. Runs 12:10 pm - 1:50 pm.
Space is limited so please register at irma.
yoga@gmail.com

Edmonton Election Day
Don’t forget to vote. Polls are open until 8 pm.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,
Alex Decoteau Park Dedication
Ceremony
Join DECL President Chris Buyze, Mayor
Don Iveson, members of Alex Decoteau’s
family, police, military (on horses!) and
local residents for the official opening of
our first new downtown park in 30 years.
Starts at 11 am.

SEPTEMBER 22, OCTOBER 20,
NOVEMBER 17
Urban Kids Family Night
Our monthly family night returns for kids and
parents. Join us for games, talent shows and
more, from 6 – 8 pm.

E D M O N T O N ’ S C E N T R A L M A G A Z I N E FA L L 2 0 1 7
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THE LIST

The Traveling
Librarian

BY A N A H O L L E M A N

If you’ve found a book that
caught your eye in the Little
Free Library, you might want
to thank this man

Trip-o-metre
A quick chat with the city
change-maker behind the
downtown bike grid

E

Edmonton’s downtown core is the first area
of the city to get a protected bike grid. In
August, the city opened 7.8 kilometres of
segregated bike infrastructure in the core.
City planner and project manager Olga
Messinis has headed the grid. We caught up
with her to chat about how the project
is rolling along.

Q: Are there unexpected growing
pains for the grid?
A: You know, I’m not really sure we had

anything unexpected. We knew that what we
were building would be a learning curve for
motorists, cyclists—not so much for pedestrians. A lot of our growing pains have been
pretty well predicted.

Q: What are some of the design
lessons we've been learning
with the grid?
A: We’ve applied two-way bike facilities on

two-way roads, and those aren’t always the
easiest to execute. You start looking at signal
phasing, and you start dedicating certain
phases and certain times to certain modes
[of transportation]. That was a little bit of a
challenge, but we’re pretty satisfied.

Q: How might this grid influence
future grid infrastructure?
A: With the downtown bike network, even

though we didn’t have a lot of time to design
[it], the implementation of it is actually
quite rapid. We’re working with an existing
framework and just re-allocating lane space.
I think this project puts us in a great position to

8
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be able to trial that [approach on] any
future bike lane project that may not necessarily have a significant construction budget
attached to it.

Q: How’s the city collecting
ridership data?
A: Right now, what we’re doing is we’re

actually capturing a lot of our ridership using
Miovision camera. What Miovision does is it
will run an analysis on pedestrian, motorist
and cyclist activity. It’s tracking all of that
for us. Right now, we’ve been taking some
samples, and we’re comparing values before
and after. It’s looking good so far.

Q: What user feedback
have you received?
A: We have a lot of cyclists who are very

happy. They’re finally feeling that they have a
safe space to operate within the downtown.

Q: What's the plan
for expansion of the grid?
A: In the fall of this year, we are looking at our
bike strategy. Right now, that review is going
to be critical in determining the successes we
saw in the downtown and where we go next.•

very day, John Millson bikes to
each Little Free Library in Oliver
while balancing new books in a bag on his
handlebars or in a box under his arm. He's
the self-appointed volunteer librarian,
after all. At each of the roughly half dozen
boxes Millson visits each day, he adds books
from his own private collection, as well as
spreading literature about the community
league and moving titles around so there’s a
logical mix across the network, which runs
through both Oliver and downtown.
Here are Millson's top three reasons for
doing what he does.

BY M E L P R I E S T L E Y
PHOTOGRAPHY ERIC DOMOND

1) Socializing

“Going around to these things, you get to
know the people that frequent them,” Millson
says. He’s certainly not the only person who
visits the libraries each day, and he’s gotten to
know some of the regulars—some of whom
even place requests with him, since they know
he keeps tabs on what’s available.“There’s a
couple people that have asked me if I see a
book to kind of hold it for them, because they
know I go around to the boxes.”

2) Sharing

To help ensure a steady stream of new (well,
for the boxes at least) titles is in each library
box, Millson moves books about. He moves
children's books to the Oliver Community
League grounds because there’s a busy
playground there, while he moves titles that
have sat for a long time at lesser-used boxes
(like the one at Paul Kane Park) to the box
near SNAP Gallery, on Jasper Avenue at
121 Street. This library box has the highest

turnover. And he shares his own books. “I’ve
just got a ton of books,” Millson says. “I’ve got
25 bookcases full. I’m now weeding my library,
whereas before I was not.” He estimates that
he leaves an average of three books a day in
the network of Little Free Libraries, though
it varies depending on how much others are
using them and what’s currently available. “It
kind of leads you to sharing a little bit more, as
opposed to hoarding.”

3) Recycling

Millson appreciates the libraries for their
environmental responsibility—they recycle
both books and the old newspaper boxes that
house them. “[The libraries are] recycling
books that otherwise would go in dumpsters
and be thrown out,” he says. •

LIBRARY
LOCATIONS
Oliver Park
South of the playground
Constable Ezio Faraone Park
By the wooden stairs
Grant Notley Park
Close to the gazebo
Robertson-Wesley United Church
10209 123 St
DECL
10042 103 Ave
Snap Gallery
12056 Jasper Ave

E D M O N T O N ’ S C E N T R A L M A G A Z I N E FA L L 2 0 1 7
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111 ST.

112 ST.

114 ST.

116 ST.

118 ST.

103 AVE

JASPER AVE

DECL
100 AVE

OCL

99 AVE

What’s a Community League?
Community Leagues are unique to
Edmonton. They’re inclusive, grassroots,
community-based organizations found
in each of this city’s 150-plus neighbourhoods. They facilitate healthy, safe,
informed and connected communities
by promoting participation in recreation,
social activities and civic advocacy at
the sidewalk level. They’re volunteer-run
and promote volunteerism because
getting involved is a great way to learn
more about your neighbourhood and
city. It’s also a fantastic opportunity to
learn valuable professional skills, meet
your neighbours and have fun. Join the
movement today!

BY BY TA M A R A S O LT Y K E V Y C H

1
FEAST FOR THE SENSES
AUGUST 31 – SEPTEMBER 3
1 Symphony Under the Sky
Four nights of music under the stars with
works ranging from classical to Hollywood
hits, and culminating in the epic 1812
Overture. Enjoy the Edmonton Symphony
in one of our largest parks.
Hawrelak
Park Amphitheatre, 9330 Groat Road, winspearcentre.com

SEPTEMBER 22 – 30
Edmonton Design Week
Open to everyone, this nine-day event
celebrates the city’s vast design talent across
all disciplines, such as painters, welders,
animators, woodworkers, architects – and
much more. View installations and exhibitions, interact through workshops and talks,
and attend tours and parties throughout the
downtown core. Downtown, Various venues,
edmontondesignweek.com

10
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SEPTEMBER 28 – OCTOBER 7

OCTOBER 6 – 8

Edmonton International
Film Festival (EIFF)
Calling all movie buffs: International,
independent, and eye opening, the EIFF
features the best indie filmmaking from
around the world. There are more than 150
films from more than 50 countries, ranging
from dramatic to documentary, comedy
to gut-wrenching, and more. Landmark
Cinemas, third Floor, 10200 102 Avenue
edmontonfilmfest.com

Up & Downtown Music Festival
Groove to the top-shelf musicians playing
in more than 16 downtown venues. Choose
from an all-weekend access pass or singleshow tickets and experience featured artists
such as Wintersleep, DIIV + U.S. Girls,
Reverend Horton Heat, Sister Nancy and
many more. Downtown, Various venues and
times, updt.ca

SEPTEMBER 29 – NOVEMBER 5
2 Deadmonton Haunted House

Face your darkest fears at the Deadmonton
Haunted House. Set in the old, funky Paramount Theatre on Jasper Avenue, it is sure to
be a night you won’t forget—as you attempt to
handle what lurks in the depths of Edmonton’s
only professional haunted house. Paramount
Theatre,10233 Jasper Avenue, Thursday –
Sunday nights, deadmontonhouse.com

SPORTY STUFF

3

SEPTEMBER 1 – 4

NOVEMBER 10 & 11

3 ATB Tour of Alberta

Rocky Mountain Food & Wine Festival
This is the largest wine and food event in
Alberta. Sample wine, Scotch, craft beer and
premium spirits, along with gourmet food
from local restaurants. This year is a little
extra special as the event turns 20, so be
prepared for some birthday celebrations.
Shaw Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper
Avenue, Halls A-C, rockymountainwine.com

Get some serious bike inspiration by
watching professional cyclists compete
live. These world-class athletes will race
through Edmonton for their last three days
of competition. If you’re feeling inspired,
experience the pro feeling yourself by biking
the course in the Velothon on the last day.
Downtown, Route details at
tourofalberta.ca and velothon.com

FOR THE FOODIES
SEPTEMBER 2 – OCTOBER 7
City Market Downtown
Enjoy a bustling market in the heart
of downtown. Shop local for a variety of
fresh foods, treats, art, jewellery and much
more. After Thanksgiving, the Market
moves inside to City Hall.
Downtown, Saturdays from
9 am – 3 pm, 104 Street (north of Jasper Ave.)
city-market.ca

OCTOBER 14 & 15
Edmonton Short Film Festival (ESFF)
The ESFF is dedicated to elevating Alberta
independent film. In the style of Hollywood,
a red carpet gala complete with live music
and treats will be held on the evening of the
14th to showcase indie film screenings.
The audience chooses their favourite film.
The free Family Fun Film Fest is on the 15th
and will showcase the best of Independent
Alberta family friendly movies. Royal
Alberta Museum Theatre, 12845 102 Avenue
Various times, esff.ca

food

Halloween Howler
Sponsored by 100.3 The Bear, the 25th
annual Halloween Howler is set to be the
biggest concert and costume party of the
year. This year’s Howler features punk
darlings The Offspring along with other
special guests, and The Bear is also giving
away thousands of dollars in prizes.
Shaw Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper
Avenue, shawconferencecentre.com/events

fashion

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
SEPTEMBER 21
THE YARDS EVENT

The Yards Magazine Fall
Launch Event and Salon
Yes In My Backyard - Join The Yards to launch
our fall issue and celebrate “Yimby”ism in the
core. 6:00 PM drinks and panel at 7:00 PM.

SEPTEMBER 28
THE YARDS EVENT

art

Ward 6 Municipal Election Forum
Join the Downtown Edmonton and Oliver
Community Leagues for Ward 6 Municipal
Election Forum. School trustee candidates
will also be invited to speak. Doors at
6:30, forum starts at 7.Grace Lutheran
Church gymnasium, 9907 114 Street

OCTOBER 16

2

Municipal Election Day
We go to the polls to elect our mayor, city
councillor (Ward 6), and trustees for both
the Edmonton Public (Ward D) and Catholic
(Ward 75) school Boards. If you can’t vote
on Election Day, there are advance polls and
special mail-in ballot options available.
Polls open at 9 am at various locations in the
ward. https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/edmonton-elections.aspx

Don’t just buy stuff.
Buy passion. Buy spirit.
Buy local.
124street.ca

Image credit: adapted from Justin Wayne Shaw’s mural at 124th Street & 108th Avenue.

104 AVE
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As Edmonton
prepares to
welcome multiple
injection sites, it is
also staring down
an opioid epidemic
BY: MARY-HELEN CLARK

SUPERVISED INJECTION sites are set to
arrive downtown by the end of 2017 as the
province, the city and health agencies all dig in
to battle an opioid crisis that claimed 343 lives
in Alberta in 2016 alone, and 80 in Edmonton
in the first six months of 2017.

12
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But are they safe?
Yes, experts say—
because they are
safer than the
alternatives.
“The main reason that we started looking into this was the
health and safety of people,” said Marliss Taylor, program
manager of Streetworks Needle Exchange, a roving injection-supervision service that operates primarily in the Boyle
Street area. “Health and safety were our two big drivers. When
people are injecting these substances outside, and it’s just
poisonous out there, overdose is a huge risk factor.”
Community agencies including Streetworks and Moms Stop
the Harm, along with researchers from the University of Alberta
and the Edmonton Police Service, have all endorsed adopting
supervised injection sites in Edmonton. But rather than a single
location, as other cities have used, by the end of 2017 Edmonton
will see multiple supervised injection sites within or close to
downtown, including the Boyle McCauley Health Centre, Boyle
Street Community Services, the George Spady Society and the
Royal Alexandria Hospital (for inpatient treatment only).
Why multiple sites? Taylor said many potential users of the
new sites told researchers they would only be willing to travel
between four and 10 blocks to use them, meaning multiple locations were needed.
Unsurprisingly, some worry that the locations will draw
people in from elsewhere—but it’s not the case, said one expert. “I
know a lot of people are convinced we are going to be bombarded
with people, but [research shows people will travel only] four
to 10 blocks,” said Rosemary Fayant, a peer specialist at George
Spacy Society. “You’re not going to go downtown, use a safe
consumption site, and take a bus home— if that’s how you get
around. You would do it in the comfort of your own home. But
in the downtown area, there’s so much homelessness, that they
don’t have that luxury.”
The locations also have other services in place, offering discretion for people wanting supervised injection. Taylor said 80 per
cent of those surveyed said they were already injecting in public
near the future sites as it is.
The model for Edmonton’s supervised sites is the layout of Dr.
Peter Centre in Vancouver, a HIV day-health facility and 24-hour
nursing care residence.
The Dr. Peter Centre and Insite, the first supervised injection
site in North America, have both helped reduce the spread of

The size of the crisis
Edmonton and
fentanyl BY KEVIN PENNYFEATHER

In the first six months of 2017,
Alberta Health recorded 241
deaths caused by fentanyl
overdoses — and 80 happened in
Edmonton.
Elaine Hyshka is an assistant
professor at the University of
Alberta’s school of public health,
and has devoted her career to
tackling the opioid crisis. We
caught up with her to chat about
Edmonton and fentanyl.

“The main reason that
we started looking
into this was the
health and safety of
people”– MARLISS TAYLOR

A SUPERVISED INJECTION SITE WORKER IN TORONTO. IMAGE COURTESY OF GETTY IMAGES

HIV in Vancouver, with only 30 new cases reported last year
(compared to 2,100 in 1996), as reported Insite’s website. They
also state that users of the facility are 30 per cent more likely to
receive treatment for addiction.
In Edmonton, the supervised injection sites will consist of
three rooms: An intake, where a nurse obtains information
about the person; a series of booths and a resident nurse, where
the user injects; and a third room, where Taylor said, “the magic
happens.”
Magic? Because the community member will be lucid and
not going through withdrawal, the third room is where social
workers will engage with them. If they are open to seeking
treatment, Taylor said this is where trust will be built to facilitate
those services.
During a presentation at DECL about the sites, Ann Galbradt,
project coordinator with Access to Medically Supervised Injection Sites Edmonton, said community information nights have
shown most downtown residents area are either supportive or
neutral about the sites.

Other cities in Canada have discussed
safe injection sites, including:
VANCOUVER: Currently home to the only
two operational supervised injection sites in
Canada. Since 2010, there have been more
than 1.5 million visits.
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TORONTO: After nearly 200 drug-related
deaths in the first half of 2016, the city received
funding for three safe injection sites that will
be opened within the year. Three-quarters of
residents who inject drugs said they would use it.

VICTORIA: There are three proposed sites
in the city after 622 reported fentanyl-related
deaths in 2016. A pop up location built in late
2016 reached capacity in a matter of days.

She said some are concerned the inner city will be
bombarded with addicts, and that the risk of violence will
increase.
But Taylor said a person injecting in a safe, sterile and
calm environment versus in an alley, where they are
scared, is comparable to enjoying drinks with friends
versus having drinks at a tense family dinner. “When
you’re injecting in a back alley, and you’re frightened, and
it’s dark, and you’re just hoping to inject fast, you would
have a very different reaction to the drug then if you are
in a place where you feel safe and secure,” she said. “Our
anticipation is that by the time they’re in the third room,
they’ll be in a much better headspace, and the reaction to
the drug will be different.”
During the meeting, Milap Petigara, DECL treasurer,
said he worried the sites would give people another
option to inject while also seeing them inject outside in
an unsafe manner. He also expressed concern that this
was further entrenching the homeless community into
overburdened areas like downtown, as well as attracting
traffickers who prey on addicts.
But Taylor pointed out that these people are already in
the community, injecting near fences and behind dumpsters. This would allow them to inject safely to prevent
skin infections, disease and death.
“That’s been the concern, we get a lot of ‘Oh my gosh,
you’re going to be releasing people that are out of their
minds in our neighbourhoods?’ But that’s kind of what’s
already happening right now.” •

Q: Is fentanyl a dominant street
drug in Edmonton?
A: Yes, essentially we have a variety
of opioids available on the illicit
market, and the majority of them
do tend to test positive for fentanyl.
That implies that a lot of the opioids
that are circulating right now
are clandestinely manufactured
and that they're being produced
with fentanyl. Sometimes they’re
made to look like Oxycontin or Oxy
80 pills, or they’re these golden
powders — and those powders are
either identified as fentanyl or being
sold as heroin.
Q: Why would substance users
intentionally use fentanyl?
A: If it’s the only drug or opioid that’s
the easiest to access, then people
who have opioid use disorder, are
going to use fentanyl because that’s
all that’s available to them, or potentially all that they can afford — even
though there may be knowledge that
fentanyl is a risky substance.
Q: What misconceptions exist
about the kind of people dying
from opioid overdoses?
It’s pretty clear that overdose deaths
are effecting people from across the
socioeconomic spectrum and from
all walks of life. If you look at the
recent overdose report [released in
August], it gives you a sense of the
diversity of people who are dying.
The easiest way to think about this
is everybody is effected by overdoses — but if you are low income,
you are particularly at risk.
Whereas before the quote was
around 80 per cent are dying
outside Edmonton's core, now it’s
59 per cent. That’s significant,
and I think it speaks to the need
to provide overdose prevention
services in the core, as well as in
other parts of the city.

Coun. Andrew Knack is at a grey bungalow in Crestwood saying nothing much
at all. Knack is campaigning for re-election in Ward 1 but tonight, the older
female homeowner he has summoned with his knock to her door is not a
supporter. Knack stands wordlessly absorbing views on subsidized housing
(does not belong in Crestwood, she says) and property taxes (too high, she
says) while, nearby, three boys play catch beside a white BMW. Crestwood's
average household income is $165,668, or nearly double Edmonton's average,
and it will be a central door-knocking target for Ward 1 candidates. Finally,
after 15 minutes, Knack bids the woman goodnight. “I kind of make a terrible
politician because I listen, even if I know, like her, they aren't going to vote for
me,
” he says, once at the sidewalk.

Politicia
multi-u ns struggle to
nit hou
sing — aengage peopl
BY: Tim
e
nd that
Queren
gesser
's a pro in
| Illust
blem
ration:
An
drew W
e

dman

Knocking on doors can win an election. In 2016, an unpopular Ted Cruz
beat a popular Donald Trump in the Iowa Republican Party leadership
primaries by hitting more front doors. For municipal politicians, who lack
the political parties that help voters navigate toward or away from candidates and platforms, door-knocking is doubly-important. Fittingly, Knack
is door-knocking tonight primarily to re-win his seat. It is serious business.
As we walk, Knack opens Canvasser, an iPhone app he pays $100 a month
for to organize his plan to knock on all 18,000 or so single-family, row-house
and duplex doors in his ward, and crosses the woman's house off the list. But
Knack says there's more to it. Door-knocking gives him a too-rare chance
to hear peoples’ concerns face to face. It is a democracy moment with the
purity of apple pie. “I care whether you can vote or whether you can’t—I talk
with permanent residents who can’t vote, and I care equally as much about
their opinion as someone who can go vote,” he says.
Let’s assume Knack is right, and that door-knocking is essential for
potential city councillors to hear the concerns of residents. What does it
mean, then, that up to half the doors in our city will likely not get a knock?
According to Statistics Canada, about 49.3 per cent of Edmonton’s housing
is multi-unit, from condo towers to low-rise apartments to mid-rise rental
buildings. But these doors and the people who live behind them are effectively terra nullius during a campaign. According to Knack and several
other council candidates I spoke to, it is hard to get inside multi-unit
buildings to meet people. Once in, many residents—leery of marketers—do
not want you there. And what is worse, Alberta’s election rules only allow
you there for a short period, anyway.
Add these factors up and you understand why one candidate who is
aggressively targeting multi-unit housing puts his odds at getting inside
buildings at less than one in three. Knack, who lives in a multi-unit condo
himself, says he has not had a candidate knock on his door during any
election campaign. And as he walks toward his next door to knock on, he
says his 18,000-door tally does not include multi-unit doors and that the
pattern concerns him. “It's a struggle. You actually technically can't access
[a multi-unit] building until nomination day [on September 18]. Think
about that. I'll be lucky, having started door-knocking at the beginning of
July, to hit every door once—and that's just every single-family house door.
You add in all of the multi-unit dwellings and the ability to try and hit every
door in four weeks, it's impossible. You won't connect with everyone.”
For candidates to come first, Knack has sketched out why those living
in multi-unit housing in downtown, Oliver and throughout Edmonton
could be coming last. Given so many of us live in buildings with multiple
doors, how can it change?
BACK IN AUGUST, on another door-knocking night, Knack says he came
to see what disengagement really looks like. He was in the Canora
neighbourhood, where the average household income $59,976 and
where many rent, often in multi-unit housing. At the doors, he says,
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three individual people living in rental housing shared that they feel
invisible. Knack says one resident told him, “as a renter,” she was “not
allowed to vote”— (“I have no idea where she was taught that,” he says)—
while two others told him their opinion did not count. “They said, 'I just
rent, so I don't want to waste your time.'”
Knack has a compelling theory for why. To win elections, politicians
door-knock and engage voters predominantly in areas with a history of
high voter turnout. Those high turnouts are, traditionally, clustered in
the high-income areas of wards where the doors are easily reached. And to
Knack that embeds the cycle. “It's almost like a self-fulfilling prophecy,” he
says. “The spots where we have, by far, the largest voter turnout are some
of the wealthiest communities with some of the highest percentages of
detached-home ownership. And so if you're a candidate, it's not that you
want to ignore areas [with multi-unit renters and owners] but you'd better
go to where the highest voter turnout is first.”
Next, add the time-crunch created by rules that limit legal protection
from being told to leave multi-unit buildings until a month before the
vote. That amplifies things, he says. “If you're short on time, something's
not going to get done, and often times it's those areas that have low home
ownership or low voter-turnout. Because nobody engages them, very few
people go out and vote, which means the turnout is low, which means the
next crop of candidates see that and say, 'Well, why would I go there first?'”

“They said, 'I just rent, so I don't
want to waste your time.'”
Edmonton historian Shirley Lowe says there are other amplifications
of the pattern and that they link to historic election laws. Lowe points to
Jack K. Masson and Edward C. LeSage's book, Alberta's Local Governments, where the authors write: “Election rules are seldom neutral; they
operate to the advantage of some people and the disadvantage of others.”
In Alberta municipal elections, the authors argue advantages have been
created by laws such as one that allowed British citizens living in Canada
to vote in municipal elections even if they were not Canadian citizens.
Another, dashed only in 1983, discriminated against non incumbents by
allowing a candidate's occupation to be shown. Incumbents would simply
write, “Mayor,” or “alderman,” as their job and look far more electable on
the ballot as a result. It made incumbency then—and arguably now—an
iron-like qualification for Edmonton City Council.
But it's rules around property ownership that Lowe points to as we talk
about the multi-unit engagement gap. Up until 1977, a bylaw explicitly
favoured people who owned property over those who did not by allowing
only them to vote on council candidates and fiscal rule changes. While
the rule now only requires a voter to be a resident of your municipality
on election day, and to have lived in Alberta at least six months prior to it,
some of the property sentiments linger. And they disadvantage people in
multi-unit housing. “It's systemic,” Lowe says. “The City of Edmonton still
sends out notices about developments, but they don't do it for renters. That
means even a temporary land owner, like a developer, has more rights than
someone who's lived around that property for a long time.” As a result, she
adds, renters have long been “second class citizens.”
E D M O N T O N ’ S C E N T R A L M A G A Z I N E FA L L 2 0 1 7
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VOTER TURNOUT IN EDMONTON IS LOW compared to the Canadian average, at
less than 37 per cent in both the 2010 and 2013 municipal elections. And
the least likely age block to vote is the 18 to 29 bracket. Matthew Redfern,
who is running for council in Ward 7, has a term for that group. “Those are
what I associate with the rental years,” he says.
For some in Edmonton, the rental years are transitional, while for
others they are a lifestyle choice. Regardless, for a city where the median
age is just 35, renters are a significant number of voters. Indeed, according
to Edmonton's 2016 census, 49 per cent of residents own their housing
while 29 per cent rent it (though, a whopping 21 per cent provided no
response to that census question). For context, the 2011 federal census
put the owner-renter spread in Edmonton at 65 per cent and 35 per cent,
respectively.
Redfern feels connected to the people living as renters in multi-unit
voters. He identifies as Dutch and Cree (his mother, a residential school
survivor, was born on a trapline near Moosonee, Ontario) and for much of
his 20s and 30s lived as a renter in multi-unit apartment buildings. And this
meant that he never interacted at his door with a municipal politician, he
says. “It didn't enhance my engagement in democracy and local politics.”
So, like many in the 2017 campaign, Redfern is trying to work around
the traditional engagement gaps. His approach is to venture into Beverly

HOW CAN THE ENGAGEMENT GAP for Edmonton residents living in multi-unit
housing change?
McKeen says it is “critical” to door-knock in multi-unit housing.
“Though some buildings do a terrific job at creating a sense of community,
apartment living can be isolating. So it's important that candidates take on
the challenge of getting in those buildings, knocking on doors and meeting
people where they live.”
His solution is simply perseverance.
Redfern is actively seeking to engage a voting group that others have
ignored, but is not sure it will lead him to victory. He admits he is doing
it out of principle. “We’re missing their voice, a whole different perspective—people who are living a different life than your detached home
homeowner,” he says. “Not everybody has a house and a dog and a wife and
1.8 children, whatever is 'normal' now. Most people in their renting years
don’t vote, which is a shame because they use a lot of city services.”
He also says there is a need for more open venues for voters to engage
with candidates, and laments that some community leagues have stopped
offering candidate forums. “Maybe the elections office could hold forums,”
he says.
Knack says he has also thought about how to fix the situation but has
not hit on the magic bullet. “There's several things” to try, he says. “Could
we open up the rules to allow candidates to get in [to multi-unit buildings]
earlier?” But, do that, he says, and “you would run up against the issue of
people just not feeling comfortable answering the
door.”
Still, as he walks to knock on doors in Crestwood,
Knack says he hopes to work to change the situation.
“How do you start to break through it,” he asks.
Canora, he notes, has a voter turnout below 20 per
cent, which could mean as little as 10 per cent of
households (some have more than one resident) are
reaching the ballot box. Voter turnout in Crestwood,
on the other hand, where he has just gotten an earful
from a resident about taxes, is way higher. “You have
to be careful to expand who you're hearing from,” he
says. “If people are not voting, you're caught in this
silo of making decisions based off a very select group
of individuals.” •

Enriching music education since 1903, more
than 100 teachers instruct and inspire
upwards of 2,000 students every year for
personal and professional achievement.
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Is this unexpected? No, McKeen says. “I don't think this [reaction]
is unusual. Most buildings don't allow people in to canvas door to door.
The election rules allowing entry are not widely known and so people
can be upset with the intrusion. I live in a condo building and It's weird
to have someone knock on your door. As someone once said, the door to
your apartment is unlike the door to a house. It's more like opening your
bedroom door to a stranger. You feel more vulnerable.”
One of McKeen's main challengers in Ward 6, Tish Prouse, says he has
encountered anger from people while trying to engage residents in multiunit buildings and has resorted to different techniques as a result—from
simple social media discussions to a series of barbecues near the larger
buildings that people can come to and meet him at. He says that he recognizes candidates over-emphasize door-knocking on single-family homes
and that it skews their take on what matters to their ward. “You want to
have proper representation of a demographic,” Prouse says.

Heights, the lowest income portion of Ward 7, to knock on doors and
meet people. Many of the people living in the neighbourhood live in older
detached housing, which they rent, though there are some low-rise apartments, too. The average household income in Beverly Heights is $68,749.
Redfern says the feedback can be stark. “I haven’t met a single person
yet that told me they’ve had someone knock on their door [in Beverly
Heights],” he says. “I’m the first candidate they’ve seen in any election—
municipal, provincial or federal. In Beverly, it's a lot of rental houses, a lot
of...”— here, his voice changes and he grins—“...indigenous type people.
They don’t get much attention. We’ll find out if it works. Those are home
owners, renters and definitely voters.”
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“If people are not voting, you’re caught in this
silo of making decisions based off a very
select group of individuals”
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That feeling, directly expressed to Knack on the doorstep in Ward 1,
is something being thought about in wards across the city as politicians
campaign. That includes Ward 6, which covers downtown and Oliver.
The ward’s incumbent, Coun. Scott McKeen, says he's run up against
the barriers to door-knocking in multi-unit condo buildings similar to
the one he lives in. In 2013, he says, he had volunteers inside a multi-unit
building knocking on doors when they were challenged in the halls. “The
resident told them they had to leave, but it turned out one of the volunteers was a former city hall lawyer,” he says. “He knew the legislation and
explained it. The resident grudgingly let the volunteers continue.”
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HERO
Michael Phair has made his career
finding Edmonton's way to 'Yes'
BY MEL PRIESTLEY
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MICHAEL PHAIR PULLED ON THE BUILDING'S
ugly tin cladding and saw red brick underneath.
This building was worth saving. “No one
knew — including me — that it had any architectural value at all, until a couple of people
working there dragged me over,” Phair says.
“I pulled back a little bit and I was like, ‘Oh my
God, look at that — that’s brick.’”
It was 1999. Phair was peering at bricks of
the Phillips Building, on 104 Street in downtown
Edmonton. Midco Equities Ltd., owned by Bill
Comrie of The Brick, had purchased the building
and adjacent parking lot in 1981. It first wanted
to erect a 25-storey office tower, but the
economic crash of the early '80s erased those
plans. By the mid-'90s, Midco next wanted to
demolish Phillips Building and replace it with a
surface parking lot.
Local residents wanted the building to
remain. So they contacted Phair, who was a city
councillor at the time, and asked for his help to
save it. And he did. Preventing developers from
demolishing the Phillips Building became one of
Phair’s first major YIMBY wins. He’s had dozens
more since.

hat's YIMBY? The acronym
stands for ‘Yes in My
Backyard’ and it’s the
opposite of the far more well
known NIMBY (Not in My Backyard).
Proponents of YIMBY actively seek to
obtain or keep things in their neighbourhoods instead of trying to keep them out.
From tangible YIMBY successes like the
Icon and Fox tower developments on 104
Street, to the new downtown bike grid, to
less obvious achievements like establishing
the AIDS Network of Edmonton, Phair has
made a career out of saying ‘Yes.’
One cheery July afternoon, Phair sat in
his eponymous park on 104 Street to reflect
on what the street was like before he and
other YIMBYs got involved — and how
people who want to become YIMBYs can
learn from his approach.
“Most people forget that this was all empty
here,” he says, gesturing at the high rises
surrounding us. “There were no buildings
here at all, except on the corner.” That corner,
on Jasper Avenue, was occupied by the ruin of
the Cecil Hotel. Running north from the Cecil
were empty lots, derelict properties and a few
historic structures, such as the Birks, Metals,
Phillips and Great West Saddlery buildings.
Some had businesses but many were empty or
partially vacant.
Saving the Phillips Building — Worthington Properties bought it in 2000 and
converted it into loft apartments — was
an early victory for 104 Street and also
Edmonton in a broader sense. It marked a
slow shift in local thinking and proved that
a small group of dedicated citizens could
shape the future of their neighbourhood.
After the Phillips Lofts were completed,
in 2002, developers next proposed several
high rise towers on 104 Street — the
Century first, then the Icon towers, and
later the Fox towers. But the original plans
for these towers looked a lot different than
what developers eventually built. That's
thanks, again, to the YIMBYs.
“There were a number of people living
in the area who met with me and formed
a kind of coalition group to push the city
and developers that high rises were fine,
but we don’t want ugly buildings — this is a
historical area,” Phair says. “And, we don’t
want this parking that you see everywhere.
And we want podiums — which was not in
the plans.”

But Phair knew fighting for improvements on individual projects was always
going to be a losing battle. The key was
zoning. Phair recognized changes were
needed to prevent developers from
proposing to build whatever they wanted on
104 Street. “The importance of the zoning,
in the end, is probably what ensures that
you are getting kind of what you’d hoped

says. “It made just this huge difference.”
But sometimes YIMBY voices can't
make compromise actually happen.
Chris vander Hoek, a former board
member of the Oliver Community League
(OCL) and intern architect with NEXT
Architecture, says the Brewery District,
in Oliver, is a good example of that. Vander
Hoek was on the OCL board in 2013 when

“All of a sudden, very positively, it’s all happening.”
and wanted,” he says. Eventually, Phair
and others got city council to change 104
Street's zoning, in 2004.
But because council makes zoning
decisions, Phair says, YIMBY groups
seeking influence over what needs to be
added to development proposals will need
to make their case before that body. “It’s
important that you have connections with
the local councillors or MLAs, depending
what the situation is, so they know what’s
happening,” he says. “Even if they don’t
agree or don’t push for anything, it’s always
better if they know – but hopefully you can
make allies out of them. Many members of
council — hate to be blindsided. I’ve been
that way a little bit, too.”
To become an effective YIMBY, then,
Phair says you’ll need to get in touch with
city administration to discuss zoning
options in your neighbourhood, inform
your local councillor and then meet with
developers, property owners and other
stakeholders about any proposed development. Developers usually aren’t keen to
make changes to their plans, Phair says,
especially ones that cost more money. This
is why he says it’s critical to gain allies
with positive voices — you can always find
someone to oppose something, and often
that negative voice is the loudest.
Phair says compromise is also key.
The zoning changes council made on 104
Street — which requires towers to have
podiums for retail and commercial space,
design elements reflecting the area’s
historic nature, and parking set backs —
doesn’t have everything residents asked for,
Phair says, but it was a good compromise.
“Quite frankly, 104 Street would not be
what it is today if that hadn’t happened,” he

First Capital Realty and Sun Life Investment presented its initial proposal for the
site. He says he remembers feeling alarmed
when he saw it.
“Everything was internally oriented
around the parking lot,” vander Hoek says.
In response, the OCL worked to amplify
the community voice. It hosted open houses
and charrette sessions so residents could
provide feedback to the developer. Initially
the tone was optimistic, vander Hoek
recalls, but that changed after the OCL met
with the developers. “It became evident
that they weren’t interested in compromising at all,” he says. “Their whole attitude
was simply, 'Let’s just build it now. Let’s
build this hybrid suburban model and then
when the LRT comes and when it becomes
more urban, then we’ll just knock it down and
build a new version that’s more urban.'”
Today, vander Hoek says Brewery District
is not a walkable space, as Oliver asked it
to be, because nobody likes walking across
parking lots or among blank façades, “We

E D M O N T O N ’ S C E N T R A L M A G A Z I N E FA L L 2 0 1 7

21

saw that in the plans early on,” he says. But the
YIMBY voice could not change it.
It should go without saying, then, that
effective YIMBY campaigns require patience
— often, a lot of it. Phair says Edmonton’s bike
lanes are a perfect example of a project that
required not just compromise and political
support, but also heaps of patience.
“I live on 102 Avenue and we’ve been
wanting a bike lane and arguing and yelling at
the city for years to get that,” he says.
Phair chaired a working group on the
downtown bike lane project that the OCL
established five years ago. Things got bogged
down due to the costs involved, and then
delayed by the 2013 civic election. Phair
remembers endless meetings with city
administration trying to push them to take
action, to no avail.
Meanwhile, though, the number of people
working on bike lanes continued to grow.
Paths for People, a nonprofit advocating for
better cycling and walking infrastructure in
Edmonton, formed in 2015; Phair is on the
board.
The process seemed permanently stalled,
Phair remembers, until a couple things
happened. First, almost all of the senior
management team at the city’s transportation department either retired or was let go.
Second, Stantec offered to cover half the cost
to trial downtown bike lanes.
“All of a sudden, very positively, it’s all
happening,” Phair says. “We are busy now
putting together some information for
candidates running for city council and for
the school board members, because there
needs to be some work done on schools,
encouraging bikes.”
The thing about YIMBY projects is that
they can be about more than just buildings
and bike lanes. They can be about building

MICHAEL PHAIR POSES FOR A SELFIE WITH MAYOR DON IVESON. IMAGE COURTESY OF MACK MALE

community supports for things that some in
the community may even be fearful of. Phair
has done that YIMBY work, too. In the early
1980s, he helped establish the first version
of the Edmonton Pride Parade, as well as the
AIDS Network of Edmonton (later renamed
HIV Edmonton).
When the AIDS crisis hit Edmonton — the
first case was identified on July 1, 1984 — no
one was working on the issue locally. Phair
formed the AIDS Network in response. The
group worked out of his house at first, because
no one would rent them office space. At the
time, sexual orientation wasn’t protected
under the Alberta Human Rights Act.
“There was a great deal of hatred —‘You
deserve it; this is God’s scourge’ — every Bible
verse that you could use, twisted,” Phair
remembers. “We called ourselves the AIDS
Network. We chose that name because we
were clear that it needed to be more than just
members of the gay and lesbian community.
There needed to be other players. I think that
was critical, knowing that in order to get what
you want, and when you’re dealing with a

situation that’s negative or difficult, is you look
for others that need to be part of it.”
Some of those other players included local
unions and churches, who were friendly to
the cause, as well as contacts with the police
and media. Savviness with media is critical to
YIMBY, Phair says, especially when the issue
at stake is contentious.
“Any major story about AIDS, we always got
called for the local angle, and learned that you
need to respond,” he says. “It’s an opportunity
to put forward what we would think as the
best foot, to put forward how we saw it and
what we were doing — which then got through
the media, got out that there were local people
that had AIDS, there were local groups that
were working on it to try to do things. We tried
to sound reasonable.”
Sandeep Agrawal sees the YIMBY and
NIMBY conversations through a planning
lens. Agrawal is a professor and inaugural
director at the University of Alberta’s Urban
and Regional Planning Programs, where he
focuses on the inclusion of human rights in
urban planning. He is pushing Edmonton

YIMBY TECHNOLOGY
SOCIAL MEDIA AND PRINT MEDIA
Social media sites like Twitter and
Facebook can help you find and
connect with people interested in
working together, as well as to make
you aware of what others are working
on already. Consider physical
newsletters, posters on bulletin
boards in local businesses and ads
in community newsletters, and local
newspapers to reach community
members who aren’t online.
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CROWDFUNDING SITES
Kickstarter, GoFundMe, Indiegogo
and other crowdfunding sites can
help grassroots organizations find
startup dollars and help cover costs
associated with public outreach and
consultation.

CITY OF EDMONTON ZONING
RESOURCES
There are zoning resources and
information on the City of Edmonton
website. Contact the planner who
works on your area of the city for
detailed information.

EDMONTON FEDERATION OF
COMMUNITY LEAGUES
The EFCL can put you in touch with
local community leagues and other
associations and organizations who
may be interested in working on
YIMBY projects in their area. The
EFCL also hosts seminars and workshops on community issues.

planners to look not only at planning legislation, bylaws and policy, but also to consider
the Charter and human rights legislation, when
dealing with NIMBY/YIMBY issues, like safe
injection sites, supportive housing and potentially even adults-only buildings.
“Eventually, something that’s intangible
becomes quite tangible in the form of use of land
and a building and such — and then it becomes
a planning issue,” Agrawal says. “Frankly, so
far planners have yet to understand how these
things affect their thinking, their practice and
obviously their policies.”
The University of Alberta doesn’t have a
course on NIMBYism specifically, but Agrawal
teaches a course on land-use planning and policy
that discusses it. “Land-use planning is all about
uses of land and zoning, and when it comes to

“There was a great deal of
hatred —‘You deserve it;
this is God’s scourge’ —
every Bible verse that you
could use, twisted”

any kind of development, you have to deal with
NIMBYism,” he says.
Awareness and education are ultimately what
overcome NIMBYism, Agrawal says, since it’s
often a knee-jerk, emotional reaction to change.
Once people become aware of an issue and
are exposed to it, more people come to accept
it. Consider how absurd it seems today that
someone could be denied office space based on
their sexual orientation. This will undoubtedly
hold true for everything from safe injection sites
to bike lanes – it just might take a while.
Phair agrees. “I think in another eight or nine
years, having bike routes will be so commonplace that they’ll just automatically happen, but
it’s still going to take that time,” he says. Until
your YIMBY victory has become permanent, he
says, you just have to keep working on shifting
the narrative.
“I can’t tell you how important I think it is
to find some either positive voices or at least
positive compromising voices,” he says. “As
opposed to those that just don’t want it, period
– and let them run the show and be seen as what
everybody thinks and wants.
“Easier said than done,” he adds, with a laugh.
“I wish it was that simple.” •

YIMBY asks for
DECL and OCL
MORE DENSITY DONE RIGHT
The design of developments is more
important than just density or height.
Still, increased density can bring
more people to live downtown, and
more ammenties, which will make
the area more sustainable in the
long-term.
BIKE LANES
If built correctly, bike lanes can
benefit all people. It’s all about
offering more mobility options to
engage a younger population who
doesn’t want to own vehicles, and this
can be augmented by car-share and
ride-share.

Your Condo Connection!

you’re invited to

Condos &
cold ones
monday, sep 25, 7 - 9 p.m.
yellowhead brewery
10229 - 105 street

MORE GREEN SPACE, LESS
PARKING
Surface parking lots don’t make for
the vibrant downtown we want. Some
empty lots should be reserved for
open green space and parks. Parks
are people’s living rooms when they
don’t have their own yard.
BETTER STREETSCAPING
Well-considered streetscaping is
critical to the success of downtown
for people as well as local pedestrian-oriented businesses.
REC AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Oliver has the population of a small
town, yet many don’t drive, so we
need recreation facilities close by.
The Stanley Milner library in central
downtown is out of reach for many
Oliver residents, as are downtown rec
facilities like the Don Wheaton YMCA.
SUPPORTIVE, AFFORDABLE AND
FAMILY HOUSING
Oliver needs greater housing diversity
to support inclusive, long-term
human investment through socially
responsible development.
FAMILY INFRASTRUCTURE
The downtown core lacks physical
supports as well as services for
families, like all-ages buildings,
appropriate recreation facilities,
affordable child care and even public
washrooms.

Join our experts
for a free evening of
condo conversations.
Pre-registration is required.
www.ccinorthalberta.com
Email: info@ccinorthalberta.com
Phone: 780.453.9004
@CCINorthAB

@NAB.CCI

Canadian Condominium Institute (CCI)
represents all participants in the
condominium community.

To register, visit
bit.ly/condosandcoldones
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Free Range Patios

The key to a better city is more vibrant spaces — so let ‘em go to the dogs
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consumers’ needs and really, one of those
needs is that children and dogs are really
part of many Albertans’ nuclear family.”
It’s not just relaxed patio rules, though,
that could mean more dog-friendly patios in
our city. Edmonton’s Main Streets Guidelines project is now underway along Jasper
Avenue. The project, aimed at reimagining
Edmonton’s busiest streets, starting with
Jasper, means we’ll be seeing more expanded
sidewalks and pop-up parklets (small seating
or green areas) designed to keep people out
and making places out of previously underutilized spaces.
“We’re putting out a whole lot of patios
and parklets and, if they work, it may inform
how we should design these streets in the
long run,” Holdsworth says.
As we look for inspiration on how to
build our city, let’s look no farther than our
four-legged companions and consider how
allowing them to dine, al fresco, with us
(especially during our short patio season)
creates a better city for everyone. •

RS

destination in themselves, but they also
increase foot traffic and the use of public
spaces nearby. Most dog owners likely plan
on walking in the area with their dogs before
or after they hit a patio. I know I do. All of this
adds to an area’s vibrancy.
“Think of the streets as our (Edmonton’s)
living room,” Holdsworth says. “If we can get
more and more people out there, that’s what
we should be encouraging.”
That stats agree, too. According to the
Canadian Animal Health Institute, the
number of pet dogs in the country continues
to increase each year. In fact, 41 per cent of
Canadian households include at least one
dog. That’s a population worth designing for.
Phoebe Fung owns Vin Room, which was
Calgary’s first restaurant to receive Alberta
Health Services approval for dogs on their
patio. Fung redesigned her patio specifically
to be dog friendly, and says this inevitably
made it more people-friendly, too.
“A perfect type of urban patio considers
designing for both the human and the pet,”
Fung says. “Allowing businesses to be more
innovative in creating their patio spaces will
encourage the marketplace to respond to

TE
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MacEwan.ca/Photography

S
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Photography courses now available
at our new City Centre Campus
arts building: Allard Hall.

ER

ould the dog-friendly patio be the
design secret to building a more
walkable, livable downtown and Oliver? I
think so.
The reasons is that the best patios are dog
friendly, because that means they’re friendly
to all sorts of uses and users, too, and that
they encourage us to be on our feet rather
than in a vehicle.
That’s my sort of patio.
The patios that welcome dogs are more
open, spill out onto the sidewalk and create
interaction, and they feel lively. They
usually have a more diverse mix of patrons
throughout the day. You might see young
couples, families with small children, a
group of girlfriends or some bros, all with
their doggos. And as a boon for downtown
and Oliver, these more inclusive patios tend
to attract people from all over the city as
patio tourists.
At the moment, these better patios
are kind of rare, largely due to provincial
regulations. But the patio landscape is
changing – literally. Recently, the province
relaxed its rules and now allows bars,
restaurants and cafes more flexibility in how
they can build their patios. The new rules
say businesses no longer need to attach their
patios to an indoor space. Patios can also
now be defined using planters or furniture,
instead of the old required three-foot high,
fenced-in enclosure.
And this change is Edmonton’s
opportunity.
Restaurant and bar owners will soon
look to tweak their existing patios or build
new ones. As the owner of two doggos who
lives in the ‘burbs but visits downtown
and Oliver — largely for the dog-friendly
patios — I think opening up the rules to allow
different uses and users will only build more
modern, urban streets.
A more open patio, like a dog-friendly
patio, is key to creating a more vibrant city,
says David Holdsworth, Edmonton’s senior
urban designer. “Sidewalk patios add life to
the street,” he says.
That dog-friendly patios bring people into
the core and Oliver from all over Edmonton
is something all patios should strive to
achieve, too.
Not only do these patios become a
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New Patients Welcome

780-488-8977

Awesome
Winter Events
Coffee sh
the third ops:
space

SMART. URBAN. CONNECTED.
YOUR CUSTOMERS. OUR READERS.

@LINDORK

ADVERTISE WITH THE YARDS

environmentally friendly dental
care for the whole family

sales@theyardsyeg.ca

General Dentists
Dr. Katherine Roche, Dr. Jugesh Mehta
www.guardiandental.ca
Main ﬂoor, 10240 - 124 Street, Edmonton

Free parking for patients

Help Re-elect

YOU ARE
HERE

Scott
McKeen
on October 16!

Blossoming Balcony Gardening Contest, Monique
MacDonald edible garden
The Yards Summer Launch Party

Visit www.scottmckeen.ca to:
• Volunteer
• Sign up for a Lawn Sign
• Donate

Blossoming Balcony Gardening Contest,
Roya Damabi ornamental garden

Diane Plante at the Seniors Garden Party

You can reach
the campaign at:
MP Randy
Boissonnault
Councilor Scott
McKeen and
MLA David
Shepherd
join the OCL
for a Canada
Day pancake
breakfast

Rust Magic
Mural Festival

Christina Novak
and George
Jacklin at the
Seniors Garden
Party

• info@scottmckeen.ca
• 780-652-0826
@Scott_McKeen
@ScottMcKeen-Ward6
Scott McKeen

Canada Day

“Scott is a strong and sensible voice on council
who isn’t afraid to give you a straight answer. He
has been a great advocate for making Edmonton
a more livable, walkable, and bikeable city.”
Pancake Breakfast, JUNE 10th
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– Kieran Ryan, President, Pogo CarShare

On Demand REAL Time Service
is a Text or Call Away 587.400.SOLD (7653)
Meet Your Central Edmonton Real Estate Team

Elisse

Diana

Caitlin

Team Lead

Associate

Associate

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

Gabby

Your
A.I. Assistant

Our team is continuing to expand so we can always
ensure you’re getting a 5-Star Service.

We’ve Been Featured In…

