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Getting the Point

A

s budget day dawned last November, central Edmonton residents, avid cyclists
and community league representatives
arrived to council chambers prepared to defend
the long-overdue and eagerly anticipated 102
Avenue bike lane. They should have slept in.
Not only did it pass unanimously (?!) at a
generous cost of $8.8 million, it was one of several
strongly supported investments in our core
neighbourhoods.
Just check out these 2015-2018 Capital Budget items: $18.9 million to renovate (not re-do)
west Jasper Ave.; $16.3 million for the Green and
Walkable Downtown project; $7 million for a new
community rink; $4.8 million to reactivate a nearby fire station; $4.3 million for forthcoming Alex
Decoteau park; $43.2 million (up from $3.9 million) for phase two of the Quarters revitalization;
$78.2 million for the Capital City Downtown Plan,
going beyond 2019; $61.5 million for a Stanley
Milner Library facelift.
I’ll stop. Just run a search for the word “downtown” in the last three capital budgets and you’ll
count eight mentions in 2009-2011 (215 pages),
nine mentions in 2012-2014 (39 pages) and 42
mentions in 2015-2018 (73 pages). You can thank
the community revitalization levy for that. Without this tool that funnels some new and growing property tax revenues into downtown, the
core would probably be underfunded. If the CRL
doesn’t perform as well as hoped, future councillors will have to look to different, more innovative
financing tools.
Regardless, there’s a lot coming down the pike.
This took a lot of hard lobbying. Many don’t realize how much of a role community leagues have
had in this. People often think of playgroups and
barbecues when they imagine their leagues, not
their efforts in city planning, which comes with a
host of complications. Find out more on page 13.
David Staples of the Edmonton Journal described the downtown budget focus as Council’s
efforts to please “Yeddies” (Young Edmonton
Downtown Dwellers). We were hoping “Yardies”
would catch on because, as our list of family activities (p. 6) show, the demographics are more varied. But that’s beside the point. Both Yeddies and
Yardies are getting some much needed love.
But we also need to spread that love to the surrounding mature neighbourhoods that make up
the downtown ecosystem. When condo dwellers
in the core outgrow their homes, they’re often
forced to move far away to an affordable house.
They become detached from downtown. The convenient lifestyle vanishes. But we shouldn’t have
to give it up just because we want a family or yard.

4
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COMMUNITY LEAGUE UPDATES
DOWNTOWN EDMONTON COMMUNITY LEAGUE

Finer Focus for Finer Living

A

s Edmonton thaws from winter’s grip
we’re greeted with a new reality: construction season. Downtown is seeing unprecedented investment and renewal projects, both
big and small, that were years in the making. With
budgets in place to realize our downtown vision
and much of the work well underway, we should
focus on the “fine grain” elements that will really
make it a place where people want to be and that
visitors will remember.
A safe core is a clean core. Safety is part reality, part perception. Having eyes on the street and
identifying problem spots helps us work to address
these concerns with downtown’s beat cops. But,
least of all, keeping downtown streets clean makes
for a place that’s attractive to many and, therefore,
feels safer.
A clean core is a friendly core. Most of us
downtowners walk. When we do, we’re more likely
to notice litter. The City, businesses and residents
must all do their part to keep streets and buildings
tidy. And not just on the inside, but the outside too,
as they are part of our “outdoor living room.” A clean
downtown isn’t just expected, it’s necessary.
More trees and greenery. While Edmontonians
have started understanding the necessity and value
of investing in street-scaping, we have a long way to
O L I V E R C O M M U N I TY L E A G U E

It’s Contagious

C

ommunity is contagious. We build it
through recreational, social and environmental activities.
The Oliver Community League offers neighbours ways to create and participate in their own
community experiences. This is why so much of
our effort is spent advocating for the future of
Oliver. These efforts include the League’s Civics
Committee successful presentation during City
Council’s 2015 budget deliberations, to ensure that
Jasper Ave. be re-imagined as safe and accessible
for everyone. It is, after all, the most prominent
street in our neighbourhood.
Members of our Civics Committee were able to
convince City Council to fund a “complete street”
redevelopment, that includes widened sidewalks
and landscaping, benches and pedestrian lighting, like the east side of Jasper Ave., rather than
the original proposal that would have put it back
together to look just like it does today, with fewer cracks in the pavement. A big thank you to our
Councillor Scott McKeen and the rest of City
Council, who unanimously passed the redesign!
We also work to build community by bringing
people together. Recently, we’ve begun hosting
winter socials every second Sunday in Kitchener

go. A healthy, mature tree canopy on a pedestrian
street has real health benefits to its citizens. Plus,
it’s good for private investment (104 St. for example)
and it’s the kind of amenity you want in a dense urban core.
More retail opportunities. We need more small
retail bays at the base of new and existing buildings.
As you travel to other cities with vibrant urban cores,
you quickly realize the value of small retail. On a
street with few existing shop, developers might not
understand the potential. But small street-facing
spaces of 500 square feet or less give entrepreneurial Edmontonians a place to experiment with new
businesses and meet a demand I believe is untapped.
Long-term gain. We all knew it was coming—
closed roads, construction headaches, painful
commutes. Downtown is increasingly a maze of
barricades, construction hoarding and temporary
signage. The City is forming a strategy to communicate that Downtown is still “open for business.”
Citizens, however, can also be ambassadors. After
all, we wanted this change, so now it’s time to remind people of the long-term vision. But let’s minimize inconveniences for pedestrians and drivers.
We all have to work together to minimize the impact
on our existing downtown as we look to build for the
future. —Chris Buyze, Board President

Park (11411 103 Ave.). They’ve been a huge success.
Neighbourhood spirit was welcomed with a bright
bonfire, hot chocolate and new community connections. Our monthly games nights hosted at the
OCL Hall (10326 118 St.) also provided a mid-week
break and friendly competition.
Community programs address the needs for
busy families to meet. The Ollie’s Treehouse
playgroup at the hall every Sunday is a great way
for little ones and their caregivers to connect and
play. And for fitness enthusiasts, the longstanding Oliver yoga program has been a wonderful
way to stay warm and make friends this winter,
and will continue in the spring (olivercommunity.
com/calendar).
We’re always looking to promote the involvement
of Oliver residents. They’re invited to participate
in our Annual General Meeting on April 29 at
7:00pm at the Hall (10326 118 St.). The strong turnout in the last several years reflects Oliver’s interest
in the League and its activities.
We look forward to presenting our Oliver Strategic Plan at the AGM, a document we’ve worked hard
on producing for the past year. It explores questions
related to the League’s purpose, goals, and the way
we involve residents. Stemming from our values and
goals, we will be creating an Advocacy Plan to best
articulate the needs of Oliver residents.
—Oliver Community League Board of Directors
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THE ROUTE

Journey Man

BY Caroline B arlott

D o w n t o w n gems h elp a ren a dis t ric t pl u m b er
P a t ric k N y b a k k en b e a c o nsci o u s c o ns u me R

P

atrick Nybakken doesn’t
just live downtown;
he’s helping rebuild
it, as a plumber on the City’s
new $300 million office tower
in the Edmonton Arena District. After having lived close
to the Oilers’ current home,
Patrick made the move downtown last year and now enjoys
a 20-minute morning walk to
the site on 104 Ave. and 101 St.
It has come with a connection
to his neighbours that he’s

Earth’s
G ener a l
S t o re
1 Patrick’s made a lot

Tr a nscend
C o ffee

2 While some days his job

3 Patrick’s go-to meeting
place is Transcend’s newest
location, a minimalistdesigned cafe inside the
basement of the Mercer
warehouse. He says it
serves Edmonton’s best
long black coffee (doubleshot espresso in hot water).
He’s fond of its variety of
locally roasted beans, along
with its clover machine
method of brewing, which
rescues the single-origin
beans’ inherent flavours.
It’s even helped educate his
palate. “I’ve come to learn
I’m a fan of the lighter
roasts. Sweet notes…even a
little sour.”

is exercise enough, other
days the YMCA picks up the
slack. “When I started going,
I was going to spin classes,”
he says. Now Patrick has
added more routines: squats,
lunges and push-ups. Since
going, he’s made friends with
other fitness-minded folk.

of lifestyle changes in
the last year, including
taking supplements and
vitamins. For those, he
visits Earth’s General
Store and stocks up on
Vitamin D, probiotics
and shea butter for the
cracks in his hands—a
side-effect of his labour.

1 0 4 AVE
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D o n W h e at o n
F a mil y Y M C A	
10211 102 Ave.
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E dm o n t o n E mergenc y
R elief S er v ices
T h rif t S t o re
4 Patrick loves hunting for interesting
vintage pieces while knowing his money is
going towards a good cause. At this little-known
thrift store, proceeds help victims of disasters
such as fires and flood. “I usually look for
unique knick-knacks for the house.”
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never felt in other parts of the
city. “I am bound to run into a
friend, or see a person I have
never met but passed many
times. We give each other
‘the smile and nod.’” He adds,
“And more and more interesting places are always popping up.” Many of these new
additions have cropped up
along his commute to work
and, best of all, have made
it easy for him to be a conscious consumer. •

So many
culinary
adventures...

1 0 3 5 9 B 1 0 4 S t.

M o t h er ’ s
Market

1 0 2 5 1 1 0 9 S t.

5 On Friday evenings, Patrick stops
by the weekend indoor market for
fresh produce and meats. “I have a
vehicle, but it’s nice not to have to
drive sometimes for groceries.” He
eats healthy, never forgetting some
fresh garden carrots from Lund’s
Organics, but can’t resist wild boar
bacon from Foremsky’s Market
Meats and Irvings Farm Fresh pork
shoulder for his pulled pork recipes.

...so
little
time.
Taste your
way through
the birthplace
of some of
Edmonton's
most inventive
& satisfying food
experiences!

Your table
is waiting.

S oak
Yourself

The cost of taking the kid for
a Sunday swim? Nothing after
1:30 pm at Don Wheaton Family
YMCA. That is, for DECL members.
But at $5 a pop, memberships pay
for themselves in a single splash.
Buy them online at efcl.org/
membership. It also comes with
a two-week YMCA pass.
northernalberta.
ymca.ca

THE
(KID)
LIST

train
fo r g o l d

Kids ‘n’ Play

The 2015 FIFA Women’s
World Cup will put a spotlight
on Edmonton in June, but there’s
another beautiful game this summer:
Urban Kids U4 soccer club. For six weeks
starting in May, Oliver and Downtown
kids (ages 3–4) can train for future gold
close to home. Urban Kids team is
seeking players, coaches, assistants
and business sponsorship. Contact
Heather Mackenzie mackenzie.
heather@gmail.com

6 fa mily
a c t i v i t ies p a ren t s
w ill a c t u a lly en j o y
P HOTO A S P E N Z E TT E L
S TY L I N G V I KK I W I E R C I N S K I

DIG INTO
DIM SUM

Brunches at the Dynasty
Century Palace (9700 105 Ave.) or
Urban China (10604 101 St.) are the
perfect ways to broaden kids’ palates.
Watch their eyes widen when they’re
allowed to pick and choose treats like
pork and scallion dumplings from a
constant stream of rolling carts.
The kid-sized portions are
a bonus.

G r ow
T o g et h e r

The popularity of community
gardens means you don’t need your
own yard to enjoy the virtues of gardening. Peace Garden Park (10259 120
St.) or Our Urban Eden (9910 Bellamy
Hill Rd.) are a short walk away. And while
you tend vegetables and beautiful flowers, they get to play with the worms.
It’s win-win. Bringing home freshly
unearthed carrots might even get
them interested in meal
planning.

Join a
P l ay g r o u p

It’s one of the best things you can do
to connect with other parents nearby,
especially in a neighbourhood with few
schools. While your kids discover new
friends and toys, chatting with other parents
reminds you that it’s more than possible to
live in smaller quarters with an active toddler
or two. Ollie’s Treehouse meets every
Sunday afternoon at the OCL Hall. DECL
also organizes a playgroup, Urban Kids
Board Games’ Night, every month.

6

facebook.com/
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G et
A rt sy

The AGA’s BMO World of
Creativity room is just for kids.
Until April 16, they can hop around
the world with a rabbit named Boo by
artist Jason Carter. Kids under seven
get in free—and so do you every last
Thursday evening of the month. Don’t
forget about free family art activities
every last Sunday of the month, plus
weekly drop-in classes (ages 6–12,
$15) on everything from
pop art to movies.
youraga.ca
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High Life
MEtres: 122
STOREYS: 36
SUITES: 252
PARKING
FLOORS: 5

METRES: 108
STOREYS: 33
SUITES: 200
EST. PRICE: $75M

METRES: 119
STOREYS: 36
PARKING FLOORS: 7
SUITES: 128
EST. PRICE: $50M+

When the Pearl’s buyers took ownership in February, they became residents of
Edmonton’s tallest residential tower. But not for long. As many as 15 towers are
planned, proposed or already in production. Here’s how a few of them stack up.

METRES: 110
STOREYS: 40
SUITES: 194
PARKING FLOORS: 6
EST. PRICE: $70M
STOREYS: 28 STOREYS: 33
SUITES: 142 SUITES: 169
EST. PRICE: $20M

METRES: 80
STOREYS: 29
SUITES: 202
PARKING FLOORS: 6
EST. PRICE: $68M

METRES: 224
STOREYS: 62
SUITES: 320
EST. PRICE: $500M

STOREYS: 27
SUITES: 138

Average Selling
Price Nov. 14 – Jan. 15
Oliver: $310,104

(+$26,122 from prev. Nov–Jan)
• Difference from listing price:
-$11,346
• Days on market: 48
(-13 from prev. Nov–Jan)

Downtown: $361,205

(+$63,869 from prev. Nov–Jan)
• Difference from listing price:
-$11,893
• Days on market: 53
(-26 from prev. Nov–Jan)

STOREYS: 26
SUITES: 200

STOREYS: 30
SUITES: 218

I L LU S T R AT I O N BY S TU D I O T I P I

J A S P E R H O U SE
TBA
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T h e P e arl
2014

FOX I
2015
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2017

Hamish
Henderson
Law Office

EN C O R E
2018

H END R I X
2016

SYMPHONY
2017

Sta n t e c T o w e r
2018

E d g e w at e r III / E d g e w at e R i v
2015/2016

CALLIDUS

development management + advisory

Serving all your legal needs

General practice, specializing in criminal,
family, civil and real estate law.
10938 124 street
Edmonton, ab
T5m 0h5

780.451.2769
Hamish JD Henderson, JD
28 years of experience

Harman Singh Kandola, JD

development management | brownfield and infill |
land use planning | urban design | expert testimony
Suite 3400 Manulife Place | 10180 – 101 Street | Edmonton, Alberta
Tel: (780) 910-2184
www.callidusdevelopment.com

E x t r a o rdin a r y

N eig h b o u rs

Go
West,
Young
Man
T h e inside v o ice o f
filmm a k er Tre v o r
Anders o n

Michael Hingston

L

Trevor Anderson at the Sundance 2015 awards ceremony in Park City, Utah.
His film The Little Deputy was one of 60 selected amid over 8000 submissions.
Photo by Fish Griwkowsky
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ate last fall, filmmaker
Trevor Anderson met
with his sound guy to
record narration of his new
film The Little Deputy. They
spent the entire afternoon on
the first take, before deciding
to throw it all out and do it
again. And again. And again.
Nothing was working.
The one voice that was clear
to him was that of Werner
Herzog, one of the world’s
most acclaimed documentary
filmmakers, telling Anderson
that his previous voice-over
work was flawed. The two had
met at a film school run by
the Oscar-winning German
director, which Anderson
describes as a “a three-day
master class that happens in
whatever city in the world
[Herzog] happens to be in,
whenever he feels like it.”
Anderson attended the 2012
class in L.A. Orientation
was held at a pub, and that’s
where Herzog, pointing to his
heart and looking Anderson
straight in the eyes, told him
that his last film, High Level Bridge, was “very accomplished filmmaking.”

That part made the blurb on
Anderson’s website, explains
the 42-year-old Edmonton
artist, sitting on a bench in
Constable Ezio Faraone Park,
surveying the river valley on a
recent afternoon. The part that
didn’t? “The narration should
be deadpan,” Herzog argued.
Anderson’s face goes blank as
he imitates his own confusion:
he thought the narration was
deadpan. Apparently not enough
for Herzog, whose own bonedry voiceovers are so infamous
that parodies are widespread,
including in Dreamworks’ Penguins of Madagascar.
So Anderson was determined
to heed Herzog’s advice on The
Little Deputy., a take on the
Western with Fort Edmonton—
which originally sat in the downtown perch currently occupied
by the Alberta Legislature, not
far from his Grandin home—
filling in for the O.K. Corral.
Like his previous films, it’s a
personal documentary about
life in Edmonton, with a dash
of big-budget Hollywood
genres. His 2012 short The
Man that Got Away, which won
a short film prize at the Berlin International Film Festival, was a
musical about his chorus-danc-

FRONT
YARDS
ing great-uncle, while The Island,
from 2009, used fantasy elements and
tropical-themed animation to respond
to homophobic “fan mail” Anderson
received—all the way from the U.S. of A.
The Little Deputy begins in West Edmonton Mall’s old-timey photo studio,
with flashbacks shot on an old RCA
camcorder, and over the ensuing seven
minutes travels back to 1880s Edmonton, as Anderson tries to recreate a real
childhood photo as an adult. This, at
least, is Anderson’s spoiler-free summary. There are at least two big reveals
in the film that he doesn’t want ruined
for audiences ahead of time.
Anderson, who also serves as director
of programming for the filmmaking
non-profit FAVA, began his creative
life in theatre. After moving to Edmonton from Red Deer in 1992 to study at
the University of Alberta, he produced
Fringe Festival shows and directed five
seasons of the improvised soap opera
Die-Nasty. He’s also been an ongoing
presence in the city’s indie-rock scene,
drumming for the Wet Secrets, whose
music videos he also directs. (For 2014’s
“Nightlife,” Anderson even coaxed Joe
Flaherty into reprising his cult SCTV
character Count Floyd for a lovingly

Alberta’s leading
contemporary art centre.
10242 106 Street
www.latitude53.org
Until March 28:
Stephen G.A. Mueller
Holly de Moissac
In June:
Dominique Sirois
Summer Patio Series
Incubator

made-in-Edmonton clip.) Yet it’s Anderson’s short films that have brought
him the most widespread attention
and honours, not despite their specificity—he describes the films as “pretty
local, pretty gay”—but because of it.
The High Level Bridge, for example,
is a sharp and provocative short about
suicide. It screened at the Sundance
Film Festival and South by Southwest, and generated positive reviews
from the likes of the late Roger Ebert
and Simpsons creator Matt Groening. Like the rest of his filmography,
it drew from personal experiences.
That is, lost friends. But, most notably, it threw open the door for a
much-needed discussion about the
bridge’s dark side. Soon after The High
Level Bridge premiered, the veil of taboo started to slip, leading to in-depth
media coverage, public engagement
and a recent decision to install a $3 million barrier.
The Little Deputy marked his return to
Park City, Utah, for another run at Sundance this past January. It played to four
full houses, plus 100 high-school students through the Sundance Institute’s
Filmmakers in the Classroom program.
“It was very well received,” he says.

The movie came together quickly. He
cobbled his crew together in September, shot everything over three days,
and less than a month later, it was finished. A staple of the Edmonton arts
and culture scene, Anderson, says that
ramshackle, can-do spirit is one of the
things he loves most about the city. “It’s
that right size of a city,” he says, “big
enough that there’s stuff happening,
but small enough that you either know
the person you have to get to, or you
know the person who knows the person you have to get to.”
That sense of community spirit also
helps explain how Anderson convinced
Mayor Don Iveson and his wife, writer
and teacher Sarah Chan, to play extras
in the Fort Edmonton section of the
new film. “[Iveson] rode his bicycle
down to Fort Edmonton Park, like the
super-mayor he is,” recalls Anderson,
“and we put a big fake moustache on
both him and his wife.” Chan’s whiskers, he adds, were all her idea.
Another familiar name in the credits
is, of course, Werner Herzog. But it’s
not for the voice-over lessons.
Because after countless takes at
the narration, trying everything and
sounding like everyone from Snaggle-

April 10–May 23

José Luis Torres
MUTATIONS
Taking inspiration from “improvised
suburbs”, the zero-budget DIY
architecture that surrounded
him growing up, Montreal-based
Argentinian-born artist José
Luis Torres creates objects from
the random materials around
him. Acting as a collector and
an experimental sculptor, Torres
conjures familiar structures from the
nothingness of old wooden boards,
used furniture, and other debris.

puss to HAL from 2001 in the process,
Anderson finally thought, What would
Herzog do? “He would say to put everyone and everything out of your mind,
and to follow your instincts. So I went
in and did the voiceover as authentically and truly as I could.”
And?
“And it sounds just like the f-----’ High
Level Bridge,” he says, laughing. “It’s the
exact same goddamn voiceover that he
criticized in the first place.” •
Michael Hingston is a novelist,
Edmonton Journal books columnist and contributor to The Walrus and Salon.

S ee
T h e L i t t le
D ep u t y
a t F AVA F es t
April 1 3 – 1 8
M e t r o C inem a
8 7 1 2 1 0 9 S t.

BON APPéTIT
AROUND
DOWNTOWN

BY Ly nd a Va ng
EVENTS @ theyardsyeg.ca

THOUGHT
PROVOKING
Mar. 12
Breaking Bad’s RJ Mitte

Presented by SAMU Speaker Series,
the actor behind Walt Jr. speaks
about overcoming bullying, living
with cerebral palsy while playing a
character with the same disease, and
life after working on the most critically acclaimed show in history.
Robbins Health Learning Centre,
10900 104 Ave., samu.ca/RJ
Apr. 23
Walrus Talks PRESENTS:
The Aboriginal City

Mar. 13–22
Downtown Dining Week
Foodies unite! Edmonton Downtown Business Association’s annual
event showcases some of the city’s
best eateries. Restaurants in the
core aim to impress and deliver,
showcasing special dishes in multicourse meals for $15, $28 and $48.
Various restaurants,
edmontondowntown.com
Mar. 19, Apr. 2, May 7
Special Event Lunches
There’s lunch at Edmonton Seniors
Centre for every special occasion—
even St. Paddy’s. The Irish celebration is followed with lunches for
Easter and Mother’s day, too. All are
welcome.
Edmonton Seniors
Centre, 11111 Jasper Ave.,
edmontonseniorscentre.ca
Apr. 1
Seasoned Solutions’ Quick
Spring Menu
Chef and educator Gail Hall invites
you into her home for a fresh spring
meal with locally sourced ingredients. The express class shows you can
make delicious dishes with just what’s
in season. Registration required.
Cobogo Lofts, 10249 104 St.,
seasonedsolutions.ca

SEE & HEAR

Don’t miss Edmonton’s first-ever
Walrus Talk on how cities can honour their Aboriginal communities
and help them thrive. Writer and Al
Jazeera correspondent Wab Kinew,
homegrown architect Douglas Cardinal and other co-panelists shed
light on how Edmonton could embrace its indigenous heritage.
Shaw Conference Centre,
9797 Jasper Ave., walrus.ca
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Apr. 9–May 23
Between the Lines
BC print artist Briar Craig is known
to comment on consumer culture
and everything else in our peripheries demanding our attentions. Using
ultraviolet and rich, tactile surfaces,
Craig brings language from two or
more worlds together to create “accidental poetry” in visual arts.
SNAP Gallery, 10123 121 St.,
snapartists.com
Mar. 6, Apr. 3, May 1
Quarters Community
Arts Night
Artists and art-lovers gather on the
first Friday of every month for a night
of creativity and community-building. Some artists bring work to sell

Mar. 7–15

stimulating conversations

YEG Coffee Week

For centuries cafés and caffeine have inspired transformative ideas,
but it’s time to turn our attention to them for seven days.
Various locations, yegcoffee.com
Organizer Sarah Jackson spills the beans
on what’s to come at YEG Coffee Week.
Q Why do you think Edmontonians need
a coffee festival?
Coffee is a mainstay in many lives, but it also has
a unique place in our society. And Edmonton has
a passionate coffee culture, but it’s a young coffee
culture, a growing coffee culture, and a coffee culture that should be shared and celebrated.
Q What do cafés contribute to communities?
They’re hubs of connection, bringing people together and acting as a
meeting point. Historically they were a hub for politics, religion, art and
science. There’s a revival now because being disconnected from others
these days is so easy. So cafés are an opportunity for personal bonds—if
only for a moment.
Q What can we expect at coffee week?
It launches with a documentary, A Film About Coffee, followed by a panel
discussion on coffee and community. All week-long, cafés like Transcend
Mercer will host different events, tastings and latte art workshops, community-building events like live music and knit nights.

or trade, while others hit the open
stage. Free for members of the Boyle
Street Community League—or buy a
$5 membership at the door.
Boyle Street Plaza,
9538 103A Ave., boylestreetcl.com
Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 20
Edmonton Story Slam
Wordsmiths, poets and animated
storytellers are invited to this competitive story-telling night made
famous by The Moth Podcast, giving
performers all the creative freedom and just five minutes to weave
a tale. It’s every third Wednesday of
the month, but March sees the winners of the past year compete for the
grand prize trophy on top of cold
hard cash.
The Mercury Room, 10575 114 St.,
edmontonstoryslam.com
Mar. 21
Refinery Party: Back to
the Future
AGA’s popular late-night party returns with a future-themed dance
party to celebrate the opening of
Future Station: 2015 Alberta Biennial
of Contemporary Art, an exhibition

inspired by Edmonton’s hidden LRT
station. Tickets are limited (18+).
AGA, 2 Churchill Sq.,
youraga.ca
Apr. 1
Opera 101
Can’t wait for the bloodbath of Lucia
di Lammermoor? Edmonton Opera
invites you for drinks, food and a
casual conversation on the history,
political science and music theory of
the Italian tragic opera.
Mercer Tavern, 10363 104 St.,
edmontonopera.com

MAKING
CONNECTIONS
Mar. 4, Apr. 1, May. 6
Green Drinks Edmonton
Blog and non-profit group the Local
Good brings together environmentally-conscious people who value all
things local, sustainable and green.
This season’s themes are Local Food
DIY, Greening Your Closet and YEG
Hidden Gems.
Yellowhead Brewery,
10229 105 St., thelocalgood.ca

Apr. 18
Fruit Loop
Preview Pride Festival’s
35th anniversary with
a night of mixing, mingling and dancing with
the LGBTQ and allied
community.
Yellowhead
Brewery, 10229 105
St., facebook.com/
fruitloopedmonton

A BETTER YOU
Mar. 10–14,
May 26–30
Women Build Week
Habitat for Humanity is
recruiting more women to strap on hardhats and get building.
These two four-day
workshops will train
and equip you for every
possible task expected as you, in turn, help
hard-working families
build a future.
City Hall, hfh.org
Mar. 15
Walker-A-Thon
All ages and abilities are
encouraged to get their
walk on in support of the
Seniors Assisted Transportation Society. A $5
registrationanddonations
help it to continue delivering essential services to
low-income seniors.
City Hall,
satsofedmonton.org
mar. 11, 18, 25
resume creation
& Career strategies
Spring is ripe with
new beginnings, but if
you need help starting
a new career—start
here, at the library’s
free 90-minute dropins teaching you
how to create strong
resumes and upgrade
your skills with
eLearning courses.
Stanley Milner Library,
7 Churchill Sq., epl.ca

Mar. 12–14

crash the parrrrty

Red Bull Crashed Ice

Embrace winter with an ice track, adrenaline buzz and a whole
lot of speed at the Ice Cross Downhill World Championships. It’s
Edmonton’s first time hosting the extreme sport blending hockey,
boardercross and downhill skiing on a track long enough to snake
from City Centre to the river valley. Here’s a look at the numbers
behind this free spectator sport.

3 38,500 460 60/KPH 1000
METRES
weeks kg METRES

to build the
course

of crushed
ice used

length of
track

competitor
track
speed

of spectator
boards

City Centre, redbullcrashedice.com

Community League events
Mar. 12 DOWNTOWN General meeting, featuring the finalized
Alex Decoteau Park design, update on the capital budget by Councillor
7 pm, DECL Community Space, 10042 103 St.
McKeen and more.
Mar. 15 OLIVER “It’s Snow Wonder” invites families for an
afternoon of snow painting and snowshoeing. 2 pm, Kitchener Park,
114 St. and 103 Ave.
Mar. 25, Apr. 29, May 27 OLIVER The ever popular
BYOB(oard game) night. 7 pm, Community Hall, 10326 118 St.
Apr. 29 OLIVER Oliver Community League’s annual general
meeting and board director elections. 7 pm, Community Hall, 10326
118 St.
May 3 DOWNTOWN Spring Clean-Up at “Gazebo Park.” Bring work
clothes and gloves. The community league provides the rest. 10 am,
starting in Dick Mather Park (“Gazebo Park”)
May 12 DOWNTOWN Downtown Edmonton Community League’s
annual general meeting with guest speakers from the Edmonton Galleria
project. 7 pm, Community Space, 10042 103 St.
May 30 OLIVER The annual Oliver Community Festival closes the
street for an artisan’s market, rummage sale, historical church tours and
more. 102 Ave. between 121st and 124th streets.

Classes

Etching | March 19 – May 7
In this class you will learn the basic techniques used to create etchings. Award
winning printmaker, Jill Ho-You will teach
you how to use ferric chloride to etch
different types of drawings and marks
into copper plates and print them on the
press using a variety of inks and papers.
Print Sampler | March 30 – May 4
Sometimes it’s hard choosing which print
technique to learn, so why not learn a
few! Learn etching, monoprint, silkscreen
and relief, and the ways to combine techniques to create a mixed media print.
Silkscreen | April 7th - 28th

Learn how to silkscreen on paper with
artist extraordinaire. They’ll guide you
through the process of designing and
printing multi-colored posters.

Weekend Workshops

Zine Making

Letterpress

March 7th & 8th
Over this two-day
workshop learn
from local writer
and bookmaker
Matt Prins how to
setup, fold, print,
and assemble your
very own printed
matter for the
masses!

March 21st & 22nd
Learn about the
sweet emboss and
graphic punch in
letterpress prints
that cannot be beat!
You will learn basics
of typesetting,
image carving,
press setup, and
proper cleanup.

MORE INFO AT SNAPARTISTS.COM

780.423.1492
10123 121 St., Edmonton, AB

Unlock your potential
Professional development
opportunities await
Lifelong learning is important to us, and we’re
here to help you stay current, develop new
skills, or advance in your career. NorQuest offers
flexible options so you can fit learning into your
work and life schedule. Programs and courses
available include:
• Supervisor and
Management
• Service Industry Skills
• Project Management
• Lean and Six Sigma

Many of our programs qualify for the CanadaAlberta Job Grant, which pays 2/3 of eligible
training costs. Learn more at norquest.ca/CAJG

• Customer Service
• Strategic Social Media
• Intercultural Training
• English in the Workplace

Register Today.
780.644.6480
ContinuingEducation@norquest.ca
norquest.ca/PD

IT’S THE
DAWN OF
A NEW
STOR-AGE
This spring, reawaken
your style senses.
10434 Mayfield Road | 780-444-7800
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ShopReside.ca

Step Forward

“The community league is the most barrier-free entry to organize citizen action in the city.”
AMA N D A H E N RY

“There’s a movement of people expecting to have more control over their immediate environments.”
B E V ZU B O T
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ince the first drawings of the Molson Brewery redevelopment were unveiled in early 2013, the Oliver Community League tried to stop it. Not
because it didn’t want development on the troubled district. Far from
it. But because a pending rezoning of the land would allow more of the
same car-oriented power centres like Oliver Square to the east of it. And that, they
argued, would undermine the community and City’s plans for a sustainable core.
The OCL initially engaged the developers, Sunlife and First Capital, directly. It
held a charrette for residents of Oliver, Westmount, Queen Mary Park and other surrounding neighbourhoods. It organized them to demand a pedestrian and
transit-friendly development at City Hall’s hearings. It filed a Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy request to retrieve internal City of Edmonton
files that revealed dissenting views from planners whose opini ons were in line
with the league. Finally, the league hired a lawyer and went to court at a cost of almost $24,000, asserting that councillors were misled by one of their top city planners. The judge disagreed. On Dec. 8, after 21 months of negotiation and debate,
the OCL’s fight came to an end. The case was rejected.
Few community leagues would go to these lengths for matters of urban design

by

k n o w l edge ,

the

st a t u s
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quo

and, surely, few Edmontonians would join one to get entangled in law. When we
think of community leagues it’s usually sports clubs, pancake breakfasts, hockey
rinks and Christmas parties that come to mind. “That’s where you get the good
vibes,” explains Bev Zubot, planning advisor for the Edmonton Federation of
Community Leagues, which provides advisory support to all 157 leagues. But she’s
noticed a change. “There’s a movement of people expecting to have more control
over their immediate environments.”
And community leagues are often the means through which they mobilize. But
what is their role in planning matters, and should they have one at all? It calls into
question the value of expertise, egalitarianism and fair representation. At worst,
the league itself could serve as a sounding board for a vocal minority opposing anything that threatens the existing state of affairs, perhaps social housing or LRT, or
limply serve as a token box for the city to tick on consulting the community.
But, at best, a league that busies itself with planning and urbanism issues, while
actively recruiting diverse membership, plans for a future most residents want.
It’s easy to think of examples of the former (just picture the last screaming
match you witnessed at an open house). In fact, not long ago Oliver’s league op-

posed high-density infill, like The
Pearl tower. “They were trying to preserve and un-preservable reality,” says
Amanda Henry, “an Oliver that looks
like Aspen Gardens.”
Henry joined the OCL in 2012
during an especially drawn out
and infuriating AGM. Her first
AGM, in fact. After speaking
out against its dysfunction, she
excused herself for the washroom but couldn’t get far without other members begging her to volunteer
as secretary. Now, not only is she the
league’s membership director but she’s
become an assistant executive director for the EFCL. All she knew about
leagues three years ago was that most
had a hall. Now she says, “They offer a
really unique opportunity for immediate and tangible community-building. ”
In the case of the Molson Brewery
redevelopment (opening late 2015 as
the Edmonton Brewery District) engaged residents and, evidentially, some
silenced city planners pressed for a
walkable mix of stores and residences
interacting with the streets and future
West LRT Line. “We’re not really in the
business of blocking things,” says Henry. “The fact that you want to build here
is great. Welcome to the neighbourhood, but here’s our handbook for how
you can be a good neighbour.’”
Last year saw other examples of other leagues also attempting a more collaborative than combative approach:
Queen Alexandra Community League
took to social media with its “Crossroads” initiative hoping to guide its
inevitable neighbourhood renewal
project to be more “walkable, bikeable,
liveable;” a conglomerate of the Oliver, Westmount, Downtown Edmonton and Glenora leagues organized a
pop-up bike lane on 102 Ave. to prove
it wouldn’t be the boogeyman some
feared; and when Daryl Katz made a
major arena announcement at City
Hall last year, he was joined by Downtown Edmonton Community League’s
vice-president and development committee chair, Ian O’Donnell.
“It was nice to be recognized for the
amount of work the community league
did to help shape the new design,” says
O’Donnell, who works for an architectural firm. He wouldn’t have expected
it four years ago when the Katz Group
showed DECL its preliminary designs.
It was too inward-focused, he says,
standing as a monolith rather than
integrating with the present urban
fabric. “We told them we were a little
disappointed,” he says. “At that point,
we became even more involved with the

page 16), and are amendable as ever.
Henry believes that neighbourhood
ARPs were ineffective tools, often
abused to maintain status quo. “It
would be reckless to try to constrain
the natural progression of development as an LRT goes through
it.” She much prefers that her
league be agile, educated and
active conduits between developers and planners.
O’Donnell of DECL echoes this. “We
want to have a win-win, and not be
adversarial in how we approach it,” he
says. “It’s not about how much or little
input people have, but the quality of
input, review and feedback that is provided.” To that end, DECL and OCL
allow for some interested members
to attend the City of Edmonton’s
Planning Academy, one and two-day
courses for the public to brush up on
issues like urban design and land use.
Others educate themselves online or
by travelling.
Without education, decentralized
planning can be detrimental. In a
provocative Vancouver Courier op-ed
last year titled “Is it time to say goodbye to the experts?” architect Michael
Geller wrote: “…the advice and recommendations of planners are frequently overridden by neighbourhood residents who know very little about the
range of topics that underline the profession, but feel they know better because they have lived in a community
for so many years.”
Further, it can burn people out, especially in neighbourhoods like Downtown Edmonton and Oliver, home to
13,000 and 20,000 people, respectively, and growing faster than anyone 20
years ago would have imagined. Being
an active participant in so many developments at once is tiring and could
potentially drive away people from
joining leagues for noble neighbourly
affairs they’re better known for. “As a
volunteer, trying to keep on top of all
that can be draining,” says Judy Allan,
the City’s revitalization coordinator
who helped facilitate 118 Ave.’s renewal plan. “Especially as the city is really
booming right now.”
Equally important as large volunteer bases are varied ones, with many
roles, goals and active volunteers representing the spectrum of interests.
Otherwise, it’s easy for decision-makers to dismiss leagues as lacking representation. “The community league is
the most barrier-free entry to organize
citizen action in the city,” says Henry.
“It’s dead easy. … And then you go forth
and make that thing happen.” •

“It’s not about how much or little input people have, but the quality of input.”
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city and the
Katz Group.”
“ T h e r e ’s
been a lot more
attention towards
urbanism and there’s a
lot of interesting people in the city
bringing new ideas,” says Erik Backstrom, a senior city planner on transit-oriented development. Like Zubot
of the EFCL, he’s witnessed an awakening of urban planning interests within
the public sphere. But unlike them, few
armchair urbanists have professional
civic experience—especially not Backstrom’s nine years of education and 15
years with the City. Still, he welcomes it
and finds it invigorating.
Other cities’ versions of community leagues don’t have as many privileges. Toronto, for example, has “ad
hoc” neighbourhood associations, says
Sandeep Agrawal, inaugural director
of the University of Alberta’s planning
program. “Here, it’s more organized
and recognized.”
Edmonton has a rich history of
community organized activism. In
1917, residents of the Crestwood neighbourhood had grown tired of their infrastructure needs being ignored. At a
time when municipal power lie more
with developers than governments, the
neighbours banded and formed Canada’s first community league. By 1921
there were nine. It kept growing.
But somewhere around the mid20th century, explains Zubot of the
EFCL, leagues started diverting from
the planning needs of their neighbourhoods and started focusing more
on recreational and social initiatives.
“[They] got away from the basics.”
Worldwide, but especially in booming Edmonton, a post-modern school
of thought shifted control to city hall.
There, new neighbourhoods were
drawn up and executed with developers based on a modern vision centred
around personal vehicles. This method of “urban renewal” meant clearing
large swaths of areas for redevelopment, usually resulting in pristine yet
sprawling and car-reliant communities.
“We all believed this was progress,”

says Zubot.
“Only after
cities lost their
human scale, became less ‘liveable,’
was there a backlash.”
The backlash has a word: advocacy planning. Whereas urban renewal
was “a top-down approach from those
in charge, commissioners or planners,
leading the way with no input from
the public,” Agrawal says, advocacy
planning meant “planners should be
able to advocate everybody’s point of
view.” It put our community leagues,
emboldened by decades of experience,
in a powerful position, which the EFCL
recognized quickly.
In 1977, then-president Don Eascott
challenged City Hall to give leagues
more power. “There is a popular trend
in the city for citizen participation and
citizen involvement,” he wrote in a municipal report, “and it is naive to think
the community leagues should exist
only for hockey programs.”
Locally, this movement saw the
formation of Area Redevelopment
Plans in the 1980s. Mature neighbourhoods like Oliver started forming these
neighbourhood blueprints with city
administration, leagues and any interested parties. These collaborative
plans were a tool for leagues to dictate
what could be or couldn’t be built in
each neighbourhood. But, mostly, it
leaned toward the latter, putting public servants in a tight spot, especially as
Edmonton climbed out of a recession
and development picked up again in
the late 1990s. Suddenly ARPs weren’t
so easy to honour.
“There was feeling on council like,
‘Why are we doing these ARPs if, when
a development proposal comes up,
they’re not relevant?’” explains Backstrom. “And it left the community
wondering, ‘Well what was the point of
all this work we put into it for the past
two years, if council is just going to ignore it?” After a reorganization of the
planning branch, the ARP department
was effectively shut down. Today, they
exist more for corridors than communities, such as that for 104 Ave. (see

The marble bathroom of your dreams is
more affordable than you thought possible.
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Sunday, March 29, 7:00 pm
Meditative Prayerful Practices
Thursday, April 2, 7:30 pm
Recalling the Last Supper with Special Music
with the Choir

of Robertson-Wesley

Friday, April 3, 10:30 am

Saturday, April 4, 7:30 pm
Reflection and Prayer Service & Special Music

Sunday, April 5, 7:30 am
Outdoors on the promenade at 100 Ave & 121 Str.
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Contact us for more information
PHONE

780.405.6626

WEBSITE
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10209 123 Street • www.rwuc.org
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104 Ave. Decoded

An Inconvenience Truth

Armed with public feedback, the City of Edmonton
is reimagining 104 Ave. as a great street closer in
look and feel as Jasper Ave. We all know a good
street when we see one, but we’re not always able to
find the worlds to explain what sets it apart. These
are some technical terms you might hear to describe
the future of 104 Ave., and other building projects
around town. By Anne S t e v ens o n

4

1

2

3

Supplied by the City of Edmonton

1 Active frontage (or “active edge”) When a
building’s ground floor has windows and doors facing the
sidewalk. Passersby can window shop, and customers, staff
and office workers can see outside. It all adds up to streets
that feel less isolated and more interesting.
2 Street-oriented Buildings that are flush with sidewalks, without parking, lawns or fences in front. These
buildings help define the street, making it more comfortable for pedestrians and ensuring that cars and parking
stalls in front of it aren’t the most prominent feature.
3 Front setback The distance between a building and
the sidewalk. In commercial areas, minimum front setbacks
of 3 to 4.5 metres are usually required in Edmonton’s
Zoning Bylaw, but they can be reduced to zero along
street-oriented shopping streets. Many buildings along
104 Ave. today, like Longstreet Plaza (think: Red Robin west
to Edo Japan) have large setbacks with parking out front.
4 Mixed use A combination of activities in a single
building or area. For example, a building that has a café
(commercial use) on the ground floor and apartments
(residential use) above. Mixed-use can also describe an
area where separate stores, offices and residences are
closely mingled together and easy to walk around (like
124 St.). A mix of uses encourages people to be present at
different times of the day.

Anne Stevenson is a city planner currently living and
working downtown.
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W h at ’ s limi t ing b o deg a s ?

T

TIM QUERENGESSER

his November my mom, Dianne, posed new businesses seeking relaxations of
visited from Ontario, and one day parking minimums (it no longer does). The
left my 124 St. condo on foot in minimums are only relaxed through special
search of a grocery store. At 72, request, regardless of whether a business
she skipped the nearby organic premium targets pedestrian clientele. Why? “There’s
store for something run of the mill, but from always people who will drive to those
the Jasper Ave. sidewalk she couldn’t see the stores—it doesn’t matter if they’re one block
street’s lone supermarket, since it’s hidden away or five blocks away,” says Livia Balone,
behind an arena-sized parking lot.
director of development and zoning services
She did discover Foodland, though. Back with the City of Edmonton. “We have to
home, Foodland is a grocery chain, but on make sure they have places to park.”
Jasper and 111 St., it’s a little mom-and-pop
So it’s no surprise that we turn to power
shop selling (amongst its countless snacks) centres like Oliver Square with our shopmilk, produce, pet
ping lists, what with
food and other esits vast parking lots.
“T h ere’ s a lway s pe o ple
sentials at extended
This isn’t unique to
w h o w ill dri v e to tho se
hours to mainly pethe core; neighboursto res — i t d o esn ’ t m atter
destrians. In other
hood retailers strugif th e y ’ re o ne bl o c k away
words, it’s a bodega.
gle across Edmono r fiv e bl o c ks away.”
And it occurred to
ton, hence the City’s
me, in light of down“Corner Store Pilot
town’s disappearing and struggling grocers, Program” to revitalize mature neighthat bodegas are rare around here.
bourhood shopping sites.
Most cities have nicknames for them: EdBut parking minimums aren’t why bodemontonians might call them “corner stores,” gas are rare in Oliver, according to former
but that doesn’t do their inventories of semi- city councillor and Oliver historian Mifresh food and pantry goods justice. In Toron- chael Phair. For one, he says, the majority
to they’re called fruit markets; in Montreal, of bodegas outside Alberta thrive because
depanneurs (or “the dep” to Anglophones); of their ability to sell liquor (however, this
and in New York, bodegas (it means “grocery doesn’t explain their ubiquity in Toronto).
store” in Spanish). Regardless of its nick- More importantly, though, retail pads were
name, a bodega can help resolve a food desert included in the initial Oliver residential
while also build street vibrancy by catering to towers of the ’60s and ’70s, and envisioned
pedestrians. It’s estimated there’s one for ev- to sell food, but they’re more likely to house
ery 1,500 Montrealers and one for every 600 offices than bodegas because business is
New Yorkers.
lean. High rent and competing drug store
Compared with many similarly sized cities, chains and gas stations don’t help. “If you
the convenience of buying essentials from an talk to [bodega owners] they’ll tell you it’s
independent shop just down the street is rare been a really tough go.”
in Edmonton. The exceptions are 107 Ave.,
Pratap Thapa owns Mini Mart Plus,
where there isn’t a single grocery chain but a north of Jasper and 112 St., which sells
dozen bodegas selling to primarily ethnic pa- produce and clothing from his native
trons. But a walk down Jasper Ave. in Oliver, Nepal. He agrees with Phair. Unlike him,
both the city’s most populated and densely the offices and salons filling the small bays
populated neighbourhood, reveals just four envisioned for food retail have far less
bodegas. Within its residential streets, where overhead. “Here it’s just a fight, a strugmany of its 19,000 residents live in walkups gle,” he explains, a basket of fresh bananas
and low-rises, there are just a handful more. beside him on the counter. “You have to bring
In their place are dentists and hair salons— everything into one room. You’re not making
businesses that cater to motorists from money.” Thapa said his biggest sellers are
across the city and, in turn, force residents to cigarettes, junk food and produce. He plans
drive, rather than walk, to get groceries.
to bring in more fruits and vegetables in the
Given that the grocers remaining in future to meet demands.
Oliver have parking lots the size of a soccer
While it’s nice to know I can whiten my
pitch, I wondered, is one contributing factor teeth within a short walk, given the shortEdmonton’s parking minimum bylaws?
age of affordable groceries I can only hope
In the past, Oliver Community League Thapa and others are more successful. •
was complicit in preventing businesses
that cater to foot-based traffic. Minutes Tim Querengesser is president of The Edmonton
from 2006 and 2009 meetings reveal it op- Wayfinding Society.
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University of Oxford (MA, Rhodes Scholar)
Co-Founder of International Literacy Charity
Fluent in English, French, and Spanish
Proud Member of LGBTQ Community
W randyboissonnault.liberal.ca
E campaign@randyboissonnault.ca
facebook.com/R.Boissonnault
EDMONTON’S CENTRAL

#CdaNeedsMoreYEG
P (780) 488-2155
M A G A Z I @R_Boissonnault
N E S P R I N G 2 0 1 5 17

You Are
Here

53.53° N, 113.52° W
1 0 2 3 0 J a s p e r Av e .
words by vivian manasc
P HOTO BY Kurt B auschardt

T

he “Bay” building, as it’s affectionately known, tells a story just by looking at it. It’s the finest example of moderne architecture
in Edmonton, with architectural “clues” that define the period as well as the prominence and power that the Hudson’s Bay
Company had in 1939. The streamlined details—curved corner details and horizontal lines—evoke the speed of the Machine
Age and reflect austere economic times. Look at the materials: The base is polished black granite, also known as Cambrian Granite,
one of the few Canadian granites quarried, mostly in Ontario, for decades. Tyndall stone, from Manitoba stands above it. Trims
around windows and door frames, all original, are of fine stainless steel. Main floor windows were designed for elaborate store
displays, attracting pedestrians who animated the street and enjoyed the intriguing merchandise. The engraved images above each
entrance tells the story of how the First Nations people on the Prairies came into contact with the company’s exclusive fur traders,
and ultimately transformed the economy into an agrarian focus. The words “Pro, Pelle, Cutem” mean “a skin for a skin.” Edmonton
was recovering from the depression when it was constructed. Few buildings were completed between 1914 and 1950. By contrast, the
Winnipeg architectural firm Moody and Moore’s design was extraordinarily refined, and therefore optimistic about the city.
Vivian Manasc is a senior principal and architect at Manasc Isaac and green building pioneer. She lives downtown.
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SOMEONE
JUST LIKE YOU
IS BUILDING
SOMETHING
EXTRAORDINARY
HERE.
DESIGNINGDOWNTOWN.CA
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